Decision No. R98-1232-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98F-424E

city of westminster,


complainant,

v.

public service company of colorado,


respondent.

interim order of
Administrative Law Judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
vacating hearing

Mailed Date:  December 11, 1998

I.
Statement

A.
This matter was set for a hearing to be held on December 8, 1998 in a Commission hearing room in Denver, Colorado.  On December 7, 1998, a conference call was held between counsel for the parties and the undersigned Administrative Law Judge.  Counsel for the parties represented that a settlement had been reached, subject to the approval of the Westminster City Council.  The parties sought to have the hearing vacated pending approval of the settlement agreement by the City Council.  In the unlikely event that the settlement was rejected, the parties seek to have the matter rescheduled within a reasonable time.

B.
The Commission encourages negotiated settlements to contested proceedings.  Therefore the hearing should be vacated to allow for the consideration of the settlement by the Westminster City Council.  The hearing scheduled for December 8, 1998 should be vacated.

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The hearing in this matter scheduled for December 8, 1998 is vacated.

2. Within fourteen days of the effective date of this Order, Complainant City of Westminster shall file either a Motion to Dismiss or a Motion to Reset Hearing.  If Complainant files a Motion to Reset Hearing it shall contain available dates for the parties for the month of January.

3. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



KEN F. KIRKPATRICK
________________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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