Decision No. R98-1071-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98A-338T

application of u s west communications, inc., for approval of cost recovery associated with the implementation of rate center consolidation and the creation of a single local calling area within the 303 area code.

interim order of
administrative law judge
michael r. homyak
granting motion to vacate
and continue procedural dates

Mailed Date:  November 2, 1998

I.
Statement, findings, and conclusions

A. This matter is currently set for hearings on Novem-ber 18 and 19, 1998 with November 23, 1998 as an overflow hearing date.

B. On October 23, 1998, U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“U S WEST”), and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”), filed a Motion to Vacate and Continue Procedural Dates.  U S WEST and the OCC request that U S WEST implement rate center consolidation and expansion of the local calling area on or before December 31, 1998, without the accompanying rate impact, if any, until determination of cost recovery.  It is also requested that all procedural aspects of the docket, including testimony, hearing dates, and discovery be suspended, and that the parties should be ordered to file a motion for pre-hearing conference on or before February 1, 1999, if necessary, at which time a new procedural schedule will be established.

C. As grounds for the above request, U S WEST and the OCC allege that settlement discussions on cost recovery associated with rate center consolidation and the creation of a single local calling area within the 303 area code are ongoing and these discussions should not prevent the implementation of rate center consolidation and expansion of the local calling area on or before December 31, 1998.  Moreover, U S WEST’s position that cost recovery must be determined before implementation of rate center consolidation and expansion of the local calling area has been modified.  U S WEST is now willing to proceed with imple-mentation of the rate center consolidation and expansion of the 303 local calling area on or before December 31, 1998, before cost recovery issues are determined.

D. On October 27, 1998, U S WEST filed a waiver of the 120-day time period for issuance of a decision in this matter pursuant to § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.  In view of the foregoing it is concluded that the Motion to Vacate and Continue Procedural Dates filed by U S WEST and the OCC on October 23, 1998 should be granted.  The granting of this motion, will allow the rate center consolidation and expansion of the 303 local calling area to be accomplished on or before December 31, 1998, while settlement discussions on cost recovery are ongoing.  In the event that costs associated with the rate center consolidation and expansion of the local calling area are not settled and they are ordered by this Commission, U S WEST and the OCC propose interest only on the amount ultimately approved by the Commission for the period from December 31, 1998 to the effective date of any rate increase.

E. Counsel for U S WEST states that she has conferred with counsel for ICG Telecom Group, Inc., and Commission Staff, and neither party opposes this motion.  The intervention period for this application is closed, and no additional interventions have been filed.  Accordingly, the instant motion is unopposed, and therefore response time to the motion will be waived.

F. It is found and concluded that the scheduled hearing dates of November 18, 19, and 23, 1998 will be vacated by the order to follow.  All procedural aspects of this docket, includ-ing testimony and discovery and the additional procedural dates found in Decision No. R98-1000-I will be suspended by the order to follow.  The parties will also be ordered to file a motion for pre-hearing conference on or before February 1, 1999, if neces-sary, at which time a new procedural schedule will be estab-lished.

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion to Vacate and Continue Procedural Dates filed on October 23, 1998 is granted.  Response time to this motion is waived.  The hearing dates of November 18, 19, and 23, 1998 are vacated.  The parties to this proceeding shall file a motion for a prehearing conference on or before February 1, 1999, if necessary.

2. All other procedural dates set forth in Interim Order No. R98-1000-I, are vacated.  All procedural aspects of this docket, including testimony and discovery are suspended.

3. This Order is effective forthwith.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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