Decision No. R98-1030-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98A-387T

in the matter of the application of wwc holding co., inc. for designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier.

interim order of
administrative law judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
granting motion to intervene

Mailed Date:  October 23, 1998

I.
Statement

A. This application was filed on August 28, 1998, and the Commission gave notice of it on September 4, 1998.

B. On September 28, 1998, the Colorado Telecommunications Association, Inc. (“CTA”), filed its Motion to Intervene.  As grounds for the motion CTA states that it is an association whose membership is made up of primarily rural local exchange providers, all of whom provide local exchange and other telecommunications services to customers in Colorado.  Several of its members provide telecommunications service in the southern Colorado LATA, and have in the past and will in the future qualify for and receive Colorado High Cost Fund support.  All of CTA’s member companies are qualified as eligible telecommunications carriers.  CTA states that its member companies will be affected by the Commission’s decision in this docket to the extent that certification of the Applicant WWC Holding Co., Inc., as an eligible telecommunications carrier may have an impact on the Colorado High Cost Fund which is currently capped at $60,000,000 per year.  Further, there are pending rules which will have the impact of reducing Colorado High Cost Fund support on a prorated basis for each eligible Colorado telecommunications provider in the event that all support payments in a calendar year reach the $60,000,000 cap.

C. No response to the motion was filed.  Good grounds having been shown the motion should be granted.

D. The notice in this application indicated that Applicant and Intervenors should file testimony or summaries.  By this order the undersigned requires that any testimony filed in this proceeding shall be filed in question and answer format, and not in summary format.

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion to Intervene filed September 28, 1998 by the Colorado Telecommunications Association, Inc., is granted.

2. All testimony filed in this docket shall be filed in question and answer format, and not as summaries.

3. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



KEN F. KIRKPATRICK
________________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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