Decision No. R98-1021

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98A-342CP-Extension

application for a certificate of public convenience and necessity to operate as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire.

recommended decision of
Administrative Law Judge
Lisa d. hamilton-fieldman
granting application

Mailed Date:  October 19, 1998

I. statement, FINDINGS, AND CONCLUSIONS

A.
This is an application by Ramblin’ Express, doing business as Rocky Mountain Limousine, Inc., for authority to extend its operations under PUC Authority No. 47966 to provide call-and-demand limousine service between parts of southern Colorado and various Denver sports venues, and to provide call-and-demand limousine service to and from Cripple Creek, Colorado, and the remainder of the state.  The matter was noticed to the public by the Commission on August 3, 1998, and is set for hearing on October 22, 1998.  The one intervention that was filed by The Dee Hive Tours was withdrawn on the condition that any authority granted pursuant to the application would be restricted against operations into and out of Lake County, Colorado.

B.
The services the Applicant desires to provide are extensions of the service it already provides to the Town of Cripple Creek, and transportation from Pueblo, El Paso, and Douglas Counties to sporting and other events at major Denver venues.  The application and materials filed therewith demonstrate that the Applicant is ready and willing to provide the service and that it understands the insurance and other requirements it must fulfill to provide the service.  The application also shows that the Applicant has substantial financial and equipment resources, sufficient to perform the added services it proposes, as well as its existing services.  The letters submitted in support of the application were individually written, and show strong support of the additional service and of this particular carrier.  The Administrative Law Judge therefore concludes that granting the application, with the restriction agreed upon by the Applicant and the Intervenor, is in the public interest.

C.
Pursuant to § 40-6-109, C.R.S., the Administrative Law Judge hereby transmits to the Commission the record of this proceeding, a written recommended decision containing findings of fact and conclusions of law, and a recommended order.

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:

1. The application by Ramblin’ Express, Inc., doing business as Rocky Mountain Limousine, Inc., for authority to extend its service as a common carrier of passengers under PUC Authority No. 47966, is granted as restricted below.  PUC Authority No. 47966, shall read as follows:

Transportation of

passengers and their baggage:

I.
in scheduled service, between Pueblo, Colorado, on the one hand, and Cripple Creek, Colorado, on the other hand;

II.
in charter service, between Pueblo, Colorado, on the one hand, and, on the other hand, all points in the State of Colorado;

III.
in scheduled service, between points in the Counties of El Paso, Pueblo, Teller, Fremont, and Douglas, Colorado, on the one hand, and Cripple Creek, Colorado, on the other hand;

IV. in call-and-demand limousine service, between points in Douglas County, Colorado, on the one hand, and Cripple Creek, Colorado, on the other hand;

V. in call-and-demand limousine service, between points in El Paso County, State of Colorado, on the one hand and, on the other hand, points in Douglas County, State of Colorado, lying within one mile of the intersection of Interstate Highway I-25 and Interstate Highway C-470;

VI. in scheduled service between points in El Paso County, State of Colorado, on the one hand and on the other hand, points in Douglas County, State of Colorado;

VII. in scheduled service, between all points in the Counties of Arapahoe and Huerfano, State of Colorado, on the one hand, and Cripple Creek, Colorado, on the other hand;

VIII. in call-and-demand limousine service, between all points in the area comprised of the Counties of pueblo, El Paso, and Douglas, State of Colorado, on the one hand, and Mile High Stadium, Coors Field, McNichols Arena, and the Pepsi Center, all located in Denver, Colorado, on the other hand; and

IX. in call-and-demand limousine service, between Cripple Creek, Colorado, on the one hand, and all points in the State of Colorado, on the other hand.

RESTRICTIONS:

A.
Item (I) is restricted against any transportation originating or terminating within a 30-mile radius of Salida, Colorado; and against transportation that originates or terminates with Lake County, Colorado;

B.
All scheduled service is restricted to serving points named in the carrier’s filed schedule;

C.
Items V and VI are restricted against service to or from the Colorado Springs Airport in Colorado Springs, Colorado; 

D.
Items V and VI are restricted to the use of vehicles with manufacturer’s rated seating capacity of ten (10) or more passengers, plus the driver; and

E.
Items VII and IX are restricted against providing any transportation into and out of Lake County, State of Colorado.

2.
Ramblin’ Express, Inc., doing business as Rocky Mountain Limousine, Inc., shall cause to be filed with the Commission certificates of insurance as required by Commission rules.  Ramblin’ Express, Inc., doing business as Rocky Mountain Limousine, Inc., shall also file appropriate tariffs, if any, and shall pay the issuance fee and appropriate annual vehicle identification fees.  Permanent operations of the authority may not begin until these requirements have been met.  If Ramblin’ Express, Inc., doing business as Rocky Mountain Limousine, Inc., does not comply with the requirements of this ordering paragraph within 60 days of the effective date of this Order, then Ordering Paragraph No. 1 above shall be void.  The Commission may, for good cause shown, grant Ramblin’ Express, Inc., doing business as Rocky Mountain Limousine, Inc., additional time for the compliance required by this paragraph, but only if any request for an extension of time, showing good cause, is filed within the original 60-day time period.

3.
This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.  

4.
As provided by § 40-6-109, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file exceptions to it.  

a. If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the recommended decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of § 40-6-115, C.R.S.

b. If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse basic findings of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the procedure stated in § 40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stipulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.

5.
If exceptions to this Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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