Decision No. R98-1012-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98I-389G

regarding the investigation of rates and tariffs of public service company of colorado – advice letter no. 539-gas.

interim order of
administrative Law Judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
establishing procedural schedule

Mailed Date:  October 14, 1998

Appearances:

James D. Albright, Esq., Denver, Colorado, for Public Service Company of Colorado;

Mark Minich, Esq., Colorado Springs, Colorado, for Colorado Interstate Gas Company;

John Roberts, Esq., Denver, Colorado, for the Colorado Oil and Gas Association;

T. J. Carroll, Esq., Lakewood, Colorado, for K N Wattenburg Transmission Limited Liability Company; K N Services, Inc.; Rocky Mountain Natural Gas Company; and K N Energy; and 

Gregory Sopkin, Assistant Attorney General, Denver, Colorado, for the Staff of the Commission.

I. statement

A. In accordance with Decision No. R98-983-I, October 1, 1998, a prehearing conference was held on October 13, 1998.  As an initial matter, requests to intervene by the following parties were granted:  Enron Capital and Trade Resources Corporation; Colorado Oil and Gas Association; Greeley Gas Company, a Division of Atmos Energy Corporation; Colorado Interstate Gas Company; K N Energy, Inc.; Rocky Mountain Natural Gas Company; K N Services, Inc.; and K N Wattenburg Transmission Limited Liability Company (“K N Group”).

B. The next matter discussed was the incorporation of the record of Docket No. 97A-622G into this record.  The Commission previously granted Public Service Company of Colorado’s (“Public Service”) request to incorporate that record into this record.  It was clarified that Public Service will provide copies of the exhibits from that proceeding for use in this proceeding.  Public Service need not provide copies to other parties.  Concerning the prior testimony of that proceeding, Staff and the K N Group reserved an opportunity to cross-examine on prior testimony of Kurt Haeger and Marvin McDaniel.  No other cross-examination of prior testimony will be permitted.

C. Staff’s Motion for Clarification, referred to the Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”) by the Commission by Decision No. C98-993, was discussed.  It was determined by the ALJ that the Commission would establish actual rates in this proceeding; that this proceeding would use a combination of actual and projected costs in setting those rates; and that there would be no true-up subsequent to this proceeding.  If rates are significantly out of line, that can be addressed in a future rate proceeding.

D. A procedural schedule was established which is incorporated in the order set forth below.  As part and parcel of that procedural schedule, response time to any motion to compel was shortened to three business days.

E. Finally, given the competitive nature of the relationship between Public Service and Intervenors the K N Group, a protective order is entered by this order to deal with the utilization of confidential information.

II.
order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The following parties are granted intervention:  Enron Capital and Trade Resources Corporation; Colorado Oil and Gas Association; Greeley Gas Company; Colorado Interstate Gas Company; K N Energy, Inc.; Rocky Mountain Natural Gas Company; K N Services, Inc.; and K N Wattenburg Transmission Limited Liability Company.  Staff is a party by virtue of its Notice of Intervention.

2. At least one week prior to the first scheduled day of hearing Public Service Company of Colorado shall file with the Commission copies of all exhibits from Docket No. 97A-622G for use and inclusion in this proceeding.

3. Public Service Company of Colorado shall make available Kurt Haeger and Marvin McDaniel for cross-examination by Staff and the K N Group on their prior testimony from Docket No. 97A-622G.

4. Staff’s Motion to Clarify is granted in part as set forth above.

5. Response time to any motion to compel is shortened to three business days.

6. Intervenors shall file their testimony in question-and-answer format no later than November 10, 1998.

7. Public Service Company of Colorado may file rebuttal testimony and intervenors may file cross-answer testimony, in question-and-answer format, no later than December 2, 1998.

8. The matter is set for hearing as follows:

DATES:
December 16, 17, and 21, 1998

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 

1580 Logan Street, OL2
 

Denver, Colorado

9. The Protective Order attached to this Decision as Appendix A is hereby entered.

10. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



KEN F. KIRKPATRICK
________________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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� Staff is a party by virtue of its timely filing of a Notice of Intervention.
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