Decision No. R98-980-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98M-378CP

public utilities commission of the state of colorado,


complainant,

v.

Alan goldring, d/b/a Alan’s trip service,


respondent.

interim order of
administrative law judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
continuing hearing

Mailed Date:  October 2, 1998

I. statement

A. This proceeding was instituted by the issuance of Civil Penalty Assessment Notice No. 98-E-I-1.  By Order and Notice dated September 15, 1998, the matter was set for a hearing to be held on September 30, 1998 at 9:00 a.m. in a Commission hearing room in Denver, Colorado.  At the assigned place and time the undersigned called the matter for hearing.  Respondent Alan Goldring, doing business as Alan’s Trip Service did not appear.

B. Staff related that Respondent had contacted a member of the Enforcement Staff on two separate occasions indicating an inability to attend the hearing on September 30, 1998.  Staff informed Respondent that Respondent needed to file a formal request to continue the hearing, but no such request was made.

C. The Commission has generally shown greater leniency towards pro se parties.  Here Respondent is proceeding pro se.  He has contacted the Commission on two different occasions attempting to have the hearing reset, although the method of seeking a continuance was not in strict accordance with the Commission’s procedural rules.  However, given the Respondent’s interest and attempts the matter will be continued.  Respondent indicated he would contact Staff on October 1, 1998.  Staff has indicated a willingness to consider settlement of this proceeding.  Therefore Staff should file either a Stipulation and Settlement, a Notice to Reset Hearing, or other appropriate pleading by October 13, 1998.

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Staff shall file a Stipulation and Settlement, a Motion to Reset Hearing, or other appropriate pleading by October 13, 1998.

2. The hearing scheduled for September 30, 1998 is continued.

3. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



KEN F. KIRKPATRICK
________________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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