Decision No. R98-955-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98I-389G

regarding the investigation of rates and tariffs of public service company of colorado – advice letter no. 539-gas.

Interim order of
administrative law judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
setting prehearing conference

Mailed Date:  September 25, 1998

I. statement

A. This proceeding was instituted by the issuance of Decision No. C98-867, September 3, 1998.  In that decision the Commission opened the instant docket for the purpose of investigating the rates and tariffs contained in Advice Letter No. 539-Gas, which contain rates and tariffs for Public Service Company of Colorado’s (“Public Service”) Front Range Pipeline.
  Paragraph no. 6 of the Discussion portion of Decision No. C98-867 states as follows:

... The ALJ is directed to schedule and conduct a prehearing conference as soon as possible following the intervention period specified below.  In addition, the ALJ is directed to expedite this proceeding insofar as possible consistent with the need of interested parties and the Commission to fully investigate and consider the matters raised in this case.

B. Bearing the above directive from the Commission in mind, the matter is set for a prehearing conference as noted below.  At the prehearing conference the matter will be set for a hearing on an expedited basis, in accordance with the Commission’s directive.  A general procedural schedule will be established.  In addition, any outstanding petitions to intervene will be ruled on.

C. In Decision No. C98-867 the Commission also granted a motion by Public Service to incorporate the record in Docket No. 97A-622G into the record in the instant proceeding.  All parties should be prepared to discuss this, including the questions of the provision of copies of exhibits and testimony from that record for use in this record; and the question of cross-examination of testimony from the prior proceeding in this proceeding.

D. All parties should be prepared to discuss Staff’s Motion for Clarification filed in this proceeding.  It appears that the Commission may decide this prior to the prehearing conference, but this is not a certainty.

E. Finally, the parties should be prepared to discuss any other matters contained in Rule 79(b) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure Governing Prehearing Conferences.

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. A prehearing conference in this matter will be held as follows:

DATE:
October 5, 1998

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 

1580 Logan Street, OL2
 

Denver, Colorado

2. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



KEN F. KIRKPATRICK
________________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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� The rates and tariffs filed in conjunction with Advice Letter No. 539-Gas were not suspended by the Commission.  However, Public Service has filed a burden letter indicating its commitment to carry the burden of proof in this docket as well as its commitment to refund the difference between initial rates and the rates eventually approved by the Commission in this docket.
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