Decision No. R98-912

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98A-359T

in the matter of a petition by the grand county emergency telephone service authority for a surcharge increase pursuant to c.r.s. 29-11-102(2)(B).

recommended decision of
Administrative Law Judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
granting application

Mailed Date:  September 14, 1998

I. statement

A. This application was filed on August 10, 1998 by the Applicant, the Grand County Emergency Telephone Service Authority (“Authority”).  By this application the Authority seeks authorization from this Commission for an increase of the surcharge rate to $1 per service user per month under § 29-11-102(2)(b), C.R.S.  The Commission gave a ten-day notice of the application on August 13, 1998.  Staff of the Public Utilities Commission timely intervened on August 19, 1998.  By Decision No. R98-881-I, September 3, 1998, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”) was granted intervention.

B. In accordance with an expedited procedural schedule established in this proceeding, the matter was set for a hearing to be held on September 14, 1998 in a Commission hearing room in Denver, Colorado.  The Authority filed its list of witnesses and exhibits on September 3, 1998.  Staff and the OCC timely filed their witness and exhibit lists on September 9, 1998.

C. On September 10, 1998, Staff and the OCC filed their Joint Motion to Withdraw.  Staff and the OCC state that they participated in several meetings with the Authority.  As a result of those discussions Grand County provided Staff and the OCC with supplemental information which has satisfied their concerns.  Therefore they seek to withdraw.  Good grounds having been shown, the joint motion should be granted and the interventions of Staff and the OCC dismissed.

D. The matter is now uncontested.  On September 10, 1998, the Authority filed its Motion to Amend Verified Application.  By this motion the Authority seeks to amend and supplement the original verified application with certain exhibits.  The exhibits are verified by an affidavit from Rodney D. Johnson, Grand County Sheriff.  The motion should be granted.

II. findings and conclusions

A. Applicant is an existing emergency telephone service authority formed in January 1989 by and between the following parties:  Town of Winter Park; Town of Frasier; Town of Granby; Town of Grand Lake; Town of Hot Sulfur Springs; Town of Kremling; East Grand Fire Protection District No. 4; Grand Fire Protection District; Hot Sulfur Springs-Pirshall Fire Protection District; Grand Lake Fire Protection District; and the Kremling Fire Protection District.  The Authority provides enhanced 911 (E-911) emergency telephone service within the entirety of Grand County.

B. Since its inception, the Authority has shared the dispatch office located in the Grand County jail facility with the Colorado State Patrol.  The Colorado State Patrol has elected to move its facility to Craig, Colorado, a three-hour drive west on Highway 40.  In addition, legislative changes now mandate that the State Patrol charge for dispatch when it did not in the past.  These dispatch fees for Grand County are estimated to be $75,000 for 1999 and approximately $160,000 for 2000.

C. The members of the Authority have decided to operate their own dispatch system within Grand County.  Every user of the former State Patrol dispatch system will be a member or participant of the new dispatch facility/system.  The requested increase in the surcharge is necessary to pay for and maintain a Grand County dispatch system/facility.  The costs allocated to the Authority for the Grand County dispatch system/facility are only a portion of the total costs.  The costs are allocated to the Authority based upon the number of calls received by the Authority as a percentage of all calls received by all participating public safety offices in the dispatch system.  Based on the total number  of calls the percentage allocation to the Authority is 33 percent.  Thus 33 percent of the total start-up costs of $125,170, or $41,250, are allocated to the Authority.  Similarly, 33 percent of the operating revenue must come from the Authority.

D. In addition to the dispatch consolidation, the Authority will be replacing the existing 911 system at an estimated cost of $100,000.  The existing 911 equipment was purchased in 1990 and is not E-911 wireless Phase 1 or 2 compliant.

E. Based upon the verified application and attached exhibits, the Administrative Law Judge finds and concludes that the proposed increase in the surcharge is just and reasonable and in the public interest and it should be approved.  The funds realized from the increase in the surcharge will be utilized to pay for allowable services as set forth in § 29-11-104(2), C.R.S.
  The increase in the surcharge is necessary to allow for the continued provision on emergency telephone services in Grand County and therefore the application should be granted.

F. In accordance with § 40-6-109, C.R.S., it is recommended that the Commission enter the following order.

III. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Docket No. 98A-359T, being an application of the Grand County Emergency Telephone Service Authority to increase the emergency telephone charge to $1 per service user per month effective January 1, 1999, is granted.  The Grand County Emergency Telephone Service Authority shall notify by registered mail every service supplier at least 90 days before the new rate will become effective.

2. The hearing scheduled for September 14, 1998 is vacated.

3. This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.  

4. As provided by § 40-6-109, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file exceptions to it.  

a. If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the recommended decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of § 40-6-114, C.R.S.

b. If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse basic findings of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the procedure stated in § 40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stipulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.

4.
If exceptions to this Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



KEN F. KIRKPATRICK
________________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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� Since the Authority is based on a cooperative intergovernmental agreement in a county with a population of less than 50,000, it is authorized to use these funds for personnel expenses.  See § 29-11-104(2)(b), C.R.S.
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