Decision No. R98-853

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98S-330T

Re:  the investigation and suspension of tariff sheets filed by U s west communications, inc., with advice letter no. 2722.

recommended decision of
administrative law judge
william j. fritzel
approving REARRANGEMENT OF EXCHANGES

Mailed Date:  August 31, 1998

Appearances:

Melissa A. O’Leary, Esq., Denver, Colorado, for U S WEST Communications, Inc.

I. statement

A. On June 24, 1998, U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“U S WEST”), filed Advice Letter No. 2722 and accompanying tariffs.

B. U S WEST stated that the purpose of the filing is to file revised exchange area maps for the Durango and Mancos exchange areas.  U S WEST requested that the tariffs become effective on July 25, 1998.

C. By Decision No. C98-691, mailed on July 21, 1998, the Commission suspended the effective date of the tariffs for 120 days until November 22, 1998.

D. The Commission referred the matter for hearing before an Administrative Law Judge.

E. No interventions were filed and no protest letters and comments were received by the Commission.

F. A hearing was scheduled for August 26, 1998 at 9:00 a.m.

G. The hearing was held as scheduled.  No members of the public appeared at the hearing.

H. Testimony was received from a witness for U S WEST and Exhibit No. 1 was marked for identification and admitted into evidence.

I. Pursuant to § 40-6-109, C.R.S., the record of the proceeding along with a written recommended decision are transmitted to the Commission.

II. findings of fact and conclusions of law

A. Advice Letter No. 2722 with attached tariffs was filed by U S WEST to revise exchange areas for the Durango and Mancos exchanges.  A portion of the Mancos exchange area will move to the Durango exchange as shown in Advice Letter No. 2722 and attached Mancos and Durango area maps.  (See Exhibit No. 1.)

B. U S WEST proposes to implement this boundary change to allow it to serve affected areas in the current Mancos exchange from the Durango exchange.  U S WEST states that it is proposing to change the boundaries since it is economically effective to serve a portion of the Mancos exchange shown on the exchange map from the Durango exchange.  U S WEST estimates that the territory in question would cost $100,725 to serve from the Mancos exchange as opposed to $14,494 to serve the territory from the Durango exchange.

C. No current existing customers will be impacted by the proposed boundary change. The change is proposed in anticipation of future housing development.

D. It is found and concluded that the proposal of U S WEST to revise the exchange areas of Mancos and Durango as indicated in the exchange maps filed with Advice Letter No. 2722 is in the public interest and should be approved.

E. It is also found that pursuant to § 40-15-206, C.R.S.,  the proposed rearrangement will promote the public interest and welfare and will not adversely impact the public switched network of U S WEST.  It is also found that the rearrangement of the exchange areas will not adversely impact the financial integrity of U S WEST.

F. Pursuant to § 40-6-109, C.R.S., it is recommended that the Commission enter the following order.

III. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The rearrangement of the Mancos and Durango exchanges proposed by U S WEST Communications, Inc., in Advice Letter No. 2722 is approved.

2. The tariff sheets filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc., under Advice Letter No. 2722 on June 24, 1998 are permanently suspended.

3. U S WEST Communications, Inc., shall file a new advice letter with accompanying tariffs consistent with this Decision.  The advice letter shall indicate the effective date and may be made on three days’ notice.

4. Docket No. 98S-330T is closed.

5. This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.  

6. As provided by § 40-6-109, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file exceptions to it.  

a. If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the recommended decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of § 40-6-114, C.R.S.

b. If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse basic findings of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the procedure stated in § 40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stipulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.

7.
If exceptions to this Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
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( S E A L )
[image: image1.wmf]
ATTEST:  A TRUE COPY

[image: image2.png]éu,‘,?f- péC‘—ZT-';_




____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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