Decision No. R98-781-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98F-293T

tel-save, inc.,


complainant,

v.

u s west communications, inc.,


respondent.

interim order of
Administrative Law Judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
requiring filing

Mailed Date:  August 13, 1998

I. statement

A. On August 10, 1998, Complainant Tel-Save, Inc., filed a motion to reset this matter for hearing.
  A previous decision, Decision No. R98-713-I, July 23, 1998, noted that the complaint was filed on behalf of Complainant by attorneys from the law firm of Swidler and Berlin, Chartered, Washington, D.C.  There is no indication that any of the attorneys named on the signature block of the complaint are licensed to practice in Colorado.  The deci-sion further pointed out that the Colorado Supreme Court has ruled that the representation of an entity before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission in matters such as this constitutes the practice of law.  See Denver Bar Association et al. v PUC, 154 Colo. 273, 391 P.2d 467 (1964).  It was noted that if Swidler and Berlin, Chartered, sought to continue representing the Com-plainant in this proceeding it must do so either through counsel licensed to practice in Colorado or obtain special admission to practice before the Commission in this proceeding pursuant to Colorado Supreme Court Rule 221.1.

B. Swidler and Berlin, Chartered has not yet appeared through Colorado counsel or obtained special admission to prac-tice before the Commission pursuant to Colorado Supreme Court Rule 221.1, despite the admonition to do so.  Therefore, the motion to reset the hearing will not be acted upon until Tel-Save is represented either through Colorado counsel or through counsel that has obtained special admission to practice before the Com-mission pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 221.1.

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The motion to reschedule the hearing filed August 10, 1998 by Tel-Save, Inc., will be held in abeyance as set forth above.

2. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



KEN F. KIRKPATRICK
________________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director



g:\order\293T.doc

� Although the request was in letter format it seeks a procedural order from this Commission and can only be denominated as a motion.
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