Decision No. R98-738

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98A-019CP

in the matter of the application of alternative opportunities colorado for authority to operate as a contract carrier by motor vehicle for hire.

recommended decision of
Administrative Law Judge
Lisa d. hamilton-fieldman
granting application

Mailed Date:  August 5, 1998

I. statement, FINDINGS, AND CONCLUSIONS

A.
This is an application by Applicant Alternative Oppor-tunities Colorado (“Alternative Opportunities”) for authority to serve as a common carrier of passengers between Grand Mesa Youth Services Center and several named locations throughout the state.  An intervention was filed by GISDHO Shuttle, Inc., and the matter was set for hearing in Grand Junction on July 1, 1998.  Alter-native Opportunities then filed an amendment to its application restricting its proposed transportation to juveniles in atten-dance in programs at or being transported to or from the named facilities, and their required attendants.  The Administrative Law Judge telephoned GISDHO Shuttle, Inc., which affirmed that it was satisfied with the amendment and would therefore withdraw its intervention.  The application is now uncontested.

B.
The service the Applicant desires to provide is directly related to its primary business, that of working with juveniles in custody at the Grand Mesa Youth Services Center.  The application demonstrates that the Applicant is ready and willing to provide the service and that it understands the insur-ance and other requirements it must fulfill to provide the serv-ice.  The application also shows that the Applicant has the financial and equipment resources necessary to perform the lim-ited services it proposes.  The service that would be provided pursuant to the application as restricted is in the public inter-est, as people accustomed to working with these juveniles are probably best equipped to transport those juveniles the distances contemplated in the application.  The Administrative Law Judge therefore concludes that granting the application as amended would be in the public interest, and she includes an appropriate order granting that authority. 

C.
Pursuant to § 40-6-109, C.R.S., the Administrative Law Judge hereby transmits to the Commission the record of this pro-ceeding, a written recommended decision containing findings of fact and conclusions of law, and a recommended order.

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:

1. The application by Alternative Opportunities Colo-rado, Inc., for authority to serve as a common carrier of pas-sengers is granted as restricted below.  The authority of Alter-native Opportunities Colorado, Inc., shall read as follows:

For the transportation of

passengers and their baggage,

In call-and-demand limousine service, between the Grand Mesa Youth Services Center, 360 28 Road, Grand Junc-tion, Colorado, on the one hand, and the following named facilities, on the other hand:  The Colorado West Juvenile Program, Glenwood Springs, Colorado; The Zeb Pike Detention Center, Colorado Springs, Colorado; The Pueblo State Hospital, Pueblo, Colorado; and the Mount View School, Denver, Colorado.

RESTRICTION:  

This application is restricted to the transportation of juveniles currently in attendance in programs with, or being transported to or from, the facilities named above, or juveniles held in legal detention facilities, and the juveniles’ required attendants.

2. Alternative Opportunities Colorado, Inc., shall cause to be filed with the Commission certificates of insurance as required by Commission rules.  Alternative Opportunities Colorado, Inc., shall also file appropriate tariffs, if any, and shall pay the issuance fee and appropriate annual vehicle iden-tification fees.  Permanent operations of the authority may not begin until these requirements have been met.  If Alternative Opportunities Colorado, Inc., does not comply with the require-ments of this ordering paragraph within 60 days of the effective date of this Order, then Ordering Paragraph No. 1 above shall be void.  The Commission may, for good cause shown, grant Alter-native Opportunities Colorado, Inc., additional time for the com-pliance required by this paragraph, but only if any request for an extension of time, showing good cause, is filed within the original 60-day time period.

3. This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.  

4. As provided by § 40-6-109, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file exceptions to it.  

a. If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the recommended decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of § 40-6-115, C.R.S.

b. If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse basic findings of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the pro-cedure stated in § 40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stip-ulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.

 

5.
If exceptions to this Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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