Decision No. R98-718-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97A-373E

in the matter of the application of westplains energy, a division of UTILICORP united inc., for approval of its 1996 integrated resource plan.

interim order of
administrative law judge
william j. fritzel
granting joint motion
and shortening response time

Mailed Date:  July 24, 1998

I. Statement

1. On July 8, 1998, WestPlains Energy, a Division of UtiliCorp United Inc., (“WestPlains” or “the Company”) and Staff of the Commission (“Staff”) collectively (“movants”) filed a joint motion for adjustment to WestPlains’ Request for Proposal (“RFP”) schedule, waiver of  Integrated Resource Plan (“IRP”) Rule 4 CCR 723-21-9.2.3, approval of an outside evaluator.  

2. WestPlains also requested that the Commission shorten response time.

The movants request three amendments to the activ-ity schedule set forth in Joint Exhibit No. 3.
  First, movants 

3. request that the due date for the Company to file its IRP supple-ment be extended by one month and that the due date for the par-ties to file comments likewise be extended by one month.  Thus under this amendment, the IRP supplement would be due Novem-ber 16, 1998, and the parties’ comments would be due December 7, 1998.  The second request is a waiver of IRP Rule 4 CCR 723-21-9.2.3.
  WestPlains contends that based on its previous expe-rience, a large bid fee discourages prospective bidders and acts to decrease the number of bids received.  The movants therefore seek to reduce the maximum application fee to $6,000.  Finally, the movant’s third request is to retain Burns & McDonnell Engi-neering Company, Inc. (“Burns & McDonnell”) to evaluate and model the bids received in this competitive resource acquisition pro-cess. In Decision No. C97-246, the Commission previously approved Burns & McDonnell as the third party overseer in WestPlains’ 1996 IRP.  

4. It is found that the three requested amendments are reasonable and should be granted.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The request to shorten response time to three days filed by WestPlains Energy, a Division of UtiliCorp United Inc. and Staff of the Commission is granted.

2. The joint motion for adjustment to WestPlains’ Request for Proposal schedule, waiver of  Integrated Resource Plan Rule 4 CCR 723-21-9.2.3, and approval of an outside eval-uator filed by WestPlains Energy, a Division of UtiliCorp United Inc. and Staff of the Commission is granted.

3. This Order is effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



WILLIAM J. FRITZEL
________________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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� This exhibit was introduced during WestPlains’ IRP hearing on June 16, 1998.


� Rule 4 CCR 723-21-9.2.3 states, in part, “Bids submitted to the utility must be accompanied by an application fee in the amount of $1.00/kw with a minimum application fee of $1,000 and a maximum fee of $25,000.”
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