Decision No. R98-713-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98F-293T

tel-save, inc., 


complainant,

v.

u s west communications, inc.,


respondent.

interim order of
administrative law judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
modifying procedural schedule

Mailed Date:  July 23, 1998

I. statement

A. This complaint was filed on June 26, 1998.
  The Com-mission issued its Order to Satisfy or Answer on July 1, 1998, and on that same date set the matter for a hearing to be held on August 19, 1998 in a Commission hearing room in Denver, Colorado.

B. On July 20, 1998, Complainant Tel-Save, Inc., filed its Motion to Accept Late-Filed Motion to Vacate and its Motion to Vacate and Reset Hearing Schedule.  As grounds for both motions, Complainant states that it has been discussing with Respondent U S Communications, Inc. (U S WEST), possible resolution of these issues without the need for formal proceedings, and has recently requested mediation to the Commission’s mediation coordinator.  Complainant seeks to have the hearing which is currently sched-uled for August 19, 1998 vacated.

C. On July 21, 1998, Respondent U S WEST filed its Unop-posed Motion of U S WEST for Enlargement of Time Within Which to Answer Complaint and Stay Procedural Schedule and Response to Motion of Tel-Save, Inc., to Vacate and Reset Hearing Schedule.  By this motion U S WEST states that it has agreed to mediate the complaint and concurs with the request to vacate the hearing.  In addition, U S WEST seeks an enlargement of time to file its Answer, which normally would be due July 21, 1998.  U S WEST seeks an extension of time to and including August 20, 1998 within which to file its Answer.  U S WEST also seeks to have all other procedural deadlines stayed.

D. Since the motion is unopposed, response time is waived.  Good grounds having been shown, all three motions should be granted.

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The motion of Tel-Save, Inc., to accept its late-filed motion to vacate filed July 20, 1998 is granted.

2. The motion of Tel-Save, Inc., to vacate and reset the hearing schedule is granted in part.  The hearing in this matter scheduled for August 19, 1998 is vacated.  Any future hearing date will be set by future order.

3. The motion of U S WEST Communications, Inc., for an enlargement of time within which to answer the complaint and stay the procedural schedule filed July 21, 1998 is granted.  U S WEST Communications, Inc., shall have until August 20, 1998 to file its Answer.  All other procedural deadlines in this docket are stayed pending a further procedural order.

4. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



KEN F. KIRKPATRICK
________________________________
Administrative Law Judge



( S E A L )
[image: image1.wmf]
ATTEST:  A TRUE COPY

[image: image2.png]éu,‘,?f- péC‘—ZT-';_




____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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� The complaint was filed on behalf of the Complainant Tel-Save, Inc., by attorneys from the law firm of Swidler and Berlin, Chartered, Washington, D.C.  There is no indication that any of the attorneys named on the signature block of the complaint are licensed to practice in Colorado.  The Colorado Supreme Court has ruled that the representation of an entity before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission in matters such as this constitutes the practice of law.  See Denver Bar Association, et al. v. PUC, 154 Colo. 273, 391 P.2d 467 (1964).  If Swidler and Berlin, Chartered seeks to continue representing the Complainant in this proceeding, it must do so either through counsel licensed to practice in Colorado, or obtain special admission to practice before the Commission in this proceeding pursuant to Colorado Supreme Court Rule 221.1.
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