Decision No. R98-670-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 95A-531EG

the application of public service company of colorado for commission authorization:  (1) to merge with southwestern public service company through the formation of a registered public utility holding company for the issuance of securities in conjunction therewith; and (2) to implement a five-year regulatory plan which includes an earning sharing mechanism; for establishment of the procedural schedule; and for such other relief as necessary.

interim order of
Administrative Law Judge
william j. fritzel
granting motion for protective
order, establishing procedural
schedule and hearing dates

Mailed Date:  July 13, 1998

I. statement

A. By Decision No. C98-570, the Commission on June 12, 1998 reopened the captioned docket.

B. On July 7, 1998, a scheduling conference was held for the purpose of establishing a procedural schedule and hearing dates.

C. Appearances were entered by counsel for Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service”); the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC); and Staff of the Colorado Public Util-ities Commission (“Staff”).

D. Public Service requested that a protective order be issued.  The motion was orally granted.  This docket will be governed by the attached protective order.

E. Public Service next requested that the extensive serv-ice list be limited for the service of testimony, exhibits, briefs, and pleadings to only interested parties.  Public Service stated that it will send a letter to the parties on the service list asking whether they wish to receive copies of the above doc-uments.  Public Service mailed the letter to all parties on July 8, 1998. The motion was orally granted.

F. Public Service next requested that the scope of this proceeding be expanded to consider prospective changes to the QSP Plan for the year 1998 and following years.  The motion was orally granted.

G. The parties appearing at the conference agree to a pro-cedural schedule, prehearing conference date, and hearing dates which follow in the following order.

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The motion of Public Service Company of Colorado for the entry of a protective order is granted.  The attached protective order will govern the handling of proprietary docu-ments in this docket.

2. The motion of Public Service Company of Colorado to limit the service list in this proceeding is granted.

3. The scope of this proceeding is expanded to include proposed changes to the QSP Plan.

4. A procedural schedule is established as follows:

August 11, 1998

QSP Direct Testimony; 
 




Answer Testimony – earnings 
 




test filings.

September 8, 1998

QSP Answer Testimony;
 




Public Service Rebuttal and 
 




Cross Answer

September 16, 1998

 estimates of 
 




cross-examination by fax

5. A prehearing conference is scheduled as follows:

DATE:
September 17, 1998

TIME:
10:00 a.m.
PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 

1580 Logan Street, OL2
 

Denver, Colorado
6. Hearings of this matter are scheduled as follows:

DATES:
September 22, 23, 24, 25, and 28, 1998

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 

1580 Logan Street, OL2
 

Denver, Colorado

7. This Order is effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



WILLIAM J. FRITZEL
________________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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