Decision No. R98-656-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97A-494T

in the matter of the application of worldcom, inc. for approval to transfer control of mci communications corporation to worldcom, inc..

interim order of
Administrative Law Judge
Lisa d. hamilton-fieldman
extending statutory deadlines for ninety days

Mailed Date:  July 7, 1998

I. STATEMENT, FINDINGS, AND CONCLUSIONS

A. This application for authority to transfer control of MCI Communications Corporation (“MCI”) to Worldcom, Inc. (“Worldcom”), was deemed complete on December 9, 1997.  The 210-day period mandated by Section 40-6-109.5(2), C.R.S., for the issuance of a decision, will expire on July 7, 1998.

B. Pursuant to Section 40-6-109.5(4), C.R.S., the Commission may extend the 210-day statutory deadline by an additional ninety days where extraordinary conditions exist.  The statutorily required hearing on such and extension was held on July 6, 1998.  This matter was the subject of four days of hearing before the Administrative Law Judge, from March 30 through April 2, 1998.  Statements of position were submitted by the parties on April 24, 1998.  On that same day, the intervenor, GTE Corporation and GTE Communications Corporation (“GTE”) submitted a motion to reopen the record.  That motion was granted, and an additional day of hearing was held on May 29, 1998.  By Decision No. C98-364, the Commission determined that it would make the initial decision on the application.  The Commission is scheduled to hear the matter on July 15, 1998.

C. The parties worked closely with the Administrative Law Judge to complete the hearings in this case as expeditiously as possible.  Nevertheless, there are several hundred pages of transcript for the Commissioners to review, along with several hundred pages of pre-filed testimony and exhibits.  The Commissioners need to perform a thorough review of that record so that they may make a considered decision in this case.  Under those circumstances, the most reasonable course of action is to extend the decision deadline for an additional ninety days.

II. ORDER

It is Ordered That:

1. Pursuant to Section 40-6-109.5, C.R.S., the time limits applicable to this case under Section 40-6-109.5(2) are extended for an additional ninety days, until October 15, 1998.

This Order is effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



LISA D. HAMILTON-FIELDMAN
________________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director



g:\final\R98-656-I

3

_950964443.unknown

