Decision No. R98-569-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97F-517E

R.E. Glass and/or rega TM,


complainant,

v.

san isabel electric association, inc.,



respondent.

interim order of
Administrative Law Judge
Lisa d. hamilton-fieldman
requiring further showing
and informing parties of
hearing location

Mailed Date:  June 12, 1998

I. STATEMENT

A. The formal complaint in this matter was filed by R. E. Glass/REGA TM, against San Isabel Electric Association (“San Isabel”), on October 24, 1997.  The Commission issued its Order to Satisfy or Answer to San Isabel on November 3, 1997, to which San Isabel responded on November 21, 1997.  The matter was called for hearing as noticed on February 23, 1998, before Admin-istrative Law Judge Lisa D. Hamilton-Fieldman.  Based on the Com-plainant’s failure to appear for hearing, the Administrative Law Judge dismissed the complaint.  On exceptions, the Commission remanded the complaint to the Administrative Law Judge for further proceedings.  (C98-417).

B. After a telephone consultation with both parties, the Administrative Law Judge set the hearing to take place in Pueblo on June 18, 1998.  Arrangements have been made to hold the hearing in the Pueblo City Council chambers.  However, on June 4, 1998, Mr. Glass called Randy Garroutte and Michelle Gronewold at the Commission asserting that he had been told by law enforcement in Colorado not to come to Colorado because threats had been made against his life.  On June 9, 1998, the Complainant filed a pleading at the Commission denominated Notification of Present Status and Attendance to PUC Hearing, with papers that allegedly document the threats.  That pleading seeks a continuance of the hearing until an uncertain date in the future after the threat has been “taken care of.”

C. The Administrative Law Judge does not find the docu-ments filed by the Complainant to be credible proof that threats have been made on his life or that law enforcement has advised the Complainant to stay out of Colorado.  Substantively, the “threat” simply states that any additional mail from the Com-plainant would be returned “personally in a different fashion than mail carriers do!”  It also repeatedly calls the Complainant a “loser.”  These statements may not be pleasant, but they do not constitute death threats.  Furthermore, the alleged threat was sent using one of the Complainant’s own return addresses, a Post Office Box in Walsenberg.  The writing of the “threat” also appears (to an admittedly untrained eye) remarkably similar to the Complainant’s own writing.  Under these circumstances, the Administrative Law Judge will deny the motion for continuance.  The Complainant may renew the motion if he files therewith the name, badge number, and telephone number of a Colorado law enforcement officer who can confirm that the police and district attorney have advised the Complainant to stay away from Colorado.

II.
order

A.
It is Ordered That:

1. The request for continuance filed by the Com-plainant on June 9, 1998, is denied consistent with the discus-sion above.

2. Hearing in this matter will proceed as scheduled:

DATE:
June 18, 1998

TIME:
10:00 a.m.

PLACE:
City Council Chambers, 2nd Floor


One City Hall Place


Pueblo, Colorado 81002

3. This order is effective immediately.
THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



LISA D. HAMILTON-FIELDMAN
________________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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