Decision No. R98-559-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98S-044G

re:  the investigation and suspension of tariff sheets filed by rocky mountain natural gas company with advice letter no. 27 and its amendments.

interim order of
Administrative Law Judge
arthur g. staliwe

Mailed Date:  June 5, 1998

I. STATEMENT

A. By tariff sheets originally filed October 31, 1997,  pursuant to Advice Letter No. 27 and Second Amended Advice Letter No. 27 filed on January 22, 1998, Rocky Mountain Natural Gas seeks to change its Colorado gas tariff.  Pursuant to Decision No. C98-113, January 30, 1998, this Commission suspended the effective date of the tariff filing and ordered the matter set for hearing on May 8, 1998.  In the January 1998 order the Commission noted that the maximum allowable time within which this Commission must act must be on or before August 30, 1998 lest the tariffs filed by Rocky Mountain Natural Gas Company become effective by operation of law.

B. A day or two before the May 8, 1998 hearing, counsel for AM Gas Transfer Corp., an intervenor, called this office and advised the undersigned that the parties were extremely close to a total settlement in this matter, and rather than go through the expense of hearing requested that the May 8, 1998 hearing date be vacated, and a final settlement on all issues be tendered in writing by the following Friday, May 15, 1998.

C. May 15, 1998 came and went with no stipulation filed in this docket.  A subsequent phone call to this office was made by the same counsel the fourth week of May 1998, indicating that there had been some problems, but that the parties were truly close in the last week of May 1998.

D. On June 4, 1998, this office inquired of the trial staff as to the status (but not the substance) of negotiations, since nothing written has been filed even as this Commission’s available time to act is fast dwindling.  This office was very disturbed to find out that settlement negotiations did not begin until May 5, and the first tariff language draft proposal was not sent to the staff until 1:31 p.m. on June 4, 1998.  This clearly is not consistent with the comments made to this office at the time the May 8, 1998 hearing date was vacated.  Accordingly, this office is left with no alternative but to forthwith set this matter for hearing, at which the parties may, or may not, appear as their interests dictate.

II. Order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. This matter is set for hearing as follows:

DATE:
June 17, 1998

TIME:
1:00 p.m.

PLACE
Commission Hearing Room
 

1580 Logan Street, OL2
 

Denver, Colorado

2. This order is effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



ARTHUR G. STALIWE
________________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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