Decision No. R98-183-I


BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


DOCKET NO. 97A-373E


in the matter of the application of westplains energy, a division of utilicorp united, inc., for approval of its 1996 integrated resource plan.


interim order of�administrative law jUdge�william j. fritzel�granting late petition�to intervene, granting�motion of staff to�vacate procedural schedule,�and scheduling prehearing conference


Mailed Date:  February 18, 1998


statement


On September 2, 1997, WestPlains Energy, a Division of UtiliCorp United, Inc. (“WestPlains”), filed an application for approval of its 1996 Integrated Resource Plan (“IRP”).  West-Plains on the same date filed its 1996 IRP.


On September 12, 1997, Staff of the Commission (“Staff”) notified WestPlains in writing that there were certain deficiencies in its IRP application.  WestPlains responded to Staff’s request.


On October 22, 1997 in Decision No. C97-1098 the Com-mission issued an order deeming the application incomplete pend-ing the submission of third party overseer’s report and the alternative modeling requirements of Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-21-9.4.  The Commission encouraged WestPlains to file the supplemental information within 45 days of the mailed date of its order (October 22, 1997).


On January 21, 1998, at its Weekly Meeting, the Commis-sion by minute entry, deemed the application complete as of December 23, 1997 by operation of rule and referred the docket to an Administrative Law Judge for disposition of pending pleadings and for hearing.


The pending pleadings that have not been resolved to date, that will be addressed by this Order, concerns a late-filed Petition to Intervene, filed on October 22, 1997 by the Center for Energy and Economic Development (“CEED”).  No objection to the petition was filed.  The petition will be granted.  CEED takes this docket as it finds it.


The other pending pleading concerns the motion of Staff filed on October 28, 1997 to vacate the original hearing date of December 8, 1997, the procedural schedule, and to schedule a prehearing conference subsequent to the time that the application is deemed complete by the Commission.


On October 31, 1997, WestPlains filed a Response to the Motion.  WestPlains does not object to the motion of Staff.


�
order


It Is Ordered That:


The late-filed Petition to Intervene of the Center for Energy and Economic Development is granted.


The motion of Staff to vacate the procedural schedule and the original date for hearing of December 8, 1997 is granted.


A prehearing conference is scheduled as follows:


DATE:	February 24, 1998


TIME:	10:00 a.m.


PLACE:	Commission Hearing Room�	1580 Logan Street, OL2�	Denver, Colorado


The parties at the prehearing conference shall be prepared to discuss the setting of a procedural schedule and hearing date of this docket.


This Order is effective immediately.


THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION�OF THE STATE OF COLORADO����WILLIAM J. FRITZEL�________________________________


Administrative Law Judge
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Bruce N. Smith


Director
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