Decision No. R98-181-I


BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


APPLICATION NO. 34815


in the matter of the application of public service company of colorado to place into effect certain tariff sheets respecting the calculation and recovery of purchase gas costs.


interim order of�administrative law judge�william j. fritzel�denying motion to strike�testimony or, in the�alternative, for clarification�as to scope of proceeding


Mailed Date:  February 18, 1998


statement


On January 22, 1998, Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service”) filed a motion to strike portions of the direct testimony of staff witness, Billy Kwan, filed on Decem-ber 22, 1997, or, alternatively, an order clarifying the scope of the proceeding.  Public Service requests that portions of witness Kwan’s testimony relating to Public Service’s backup supply serv-ice to transportation customers and gas transportation imbalances be stricken.  Public Service states that this testimony is inappropriate given the announced scope of the proceeding, agreed to by the parties.


In Interim Decision No. R97-1062-I (October 16, 1997), the scope of the hearing was stated at pages 1,2 : “... the scope of the hearing will include the actual purchased gas costs, including gas commodity and upstream pipeline services, incurred by Public Service during the period of July 1, 1996 through June 30, 1997.”


On January 30, 1998, Staff of the Colorado Public Util-ities Commission (“Staff”) filed a Response.  Staff states that the recommendation of witness Kwan that backup supply service be discontinued and recommendations on the transportation imbalances are within the scope of the hearing.


It is found that the position of Staff is well taken in that the Staff’s recommendations concerning back-up supply serv-ice and transportation imbalances are arguably within the scope of the proceeding as announced in Interim Order No. R97-1062-I.


order


It Is Ordered That:


The motion of Public Service Company of Colorado to strike testimony or, in the alternative, for clarification of the scope of the proceeding is denied.


This Order is effective immediately.


THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION�OF THE STATE OF COLORADO����WILLIAM J. FRITZEL�________________________________


Administrative Law Judge
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