Decision No. R98-75-I


BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


DOCKET NO. 97A-494T


in the matter of the application of worldcom, inc. for approval to transfer control of mci communications corporation to worldcom, inc.


interim order of�Administrative Law Judge�Lisa d. hamilton-fieldman�permitting late intervention�of staff and setting hearing date


Mailed Date:  January 22, 1998


STATEMENT, FINDINGS, AND CONCLUSIONS


By Decision No. C97-1398, mailed December 22, 1997, this application for authority to transfer control of MCI Commu-nications Corporation (“MCI”) to Worldcom, Inc. (“Worldcom”), was referred to an Administrative Law Judge for expedited hearing.  On December 22, 1997, Staff of the Commission (“Staff”) filed a Motion for Leave to Intervene and Enter Appearances Out of Time, which averred that Staff had not originally intended to intervene in this docket but had determined to do so after further review, and that Staff’s request for representation by the Office of the Attorney General was not received in that counsel’s office until the afternoon of December 19, 1997, the day Staff’s intervention was due.


Because December 19, 1997, was a Friday, Staff’s inter-vention is, in effect, only one day late.  Nothing occurred in this docket during that one day that affects the merits of the application, nor does Staff’s intervention create a contested docket where there was none before.  Staff’s Motion for Leave to Intervene is therefore granted.


The Commission wants this matter heard on an expedited basis; all parties have agreed to a hearing date of February 17, 1998.  Worldcom and MCI have already filed their direct tes-timony.  The Intervenors shall file their direct testimony no later than February 7, 1998.  If written closing statements are permitted at the end of hearing, they will be due no later than February 27, 1998, and will be limited to no more than 20 double-spaced pages in length.


ORDER


It is Ordered That:


The Motion for Leave to Intervene and to File Appearances Out of Time filed by Staff of the Commission on December 22, 1997, is granted.


Hearing in this matter is scheduled as follows:


DATE:	February 17, 1998


TIME:	9:00 a.m.


PLACE:	Commission Hearing Room�	1580 Logan Street, Office Level 2�	Denver, Colorado 80203


Intervenors shall file their direct testimony no later than February 7, 1998.


This Order is effective immediately.





THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION�OF THE STATE OF COLORADO����LISA D. HAMILTON-FIELDMAN�________________________________


Administrative Law Judge
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