Decision No. R98-56

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97A-448BP

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF COLORADO AIRPORT COURIERS, INC., D/B/A AIRPORT COURIERS, 11617 NORTH HOT SPRINGS DRIVE, PARKER, COLORADO 80138, FOR AUTHORITY TO OPERATE AS A CONTRACT CARRIER BY MOTOR VEHICLE FOR HIRE.

recommended decision of
Administrative Law Judge
Lisa d. hamilton-fieldman
GRANTIng application

Mailed Date:  January 20, 1998

I. STATEMENT, FINDINGS, AND CONCLUSIONS

A. This application by Applicant Colorado Airport Cou-riers, Inc., doing business as Airport Couriers to operate as a contract carrier by motor vehicle for hire of passengers and their baggage, was filed on October 6, 1997.  The application was noticed to the public by the Commission as follows:

For a certificate of public convenience and necessity to operate as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire for the transportation of

passengers and their baggage,

between Centennial Airport, Englewood, Colorado, and Jefferson County Airport, Broomfield, Colorado, on the one hand, and Denver International Airport, Denver, Colorado, on the other hand.

RESTRICTIONS:  This application is restricted to pro-viding service for:


(1) Stevens Aviation, Jefferson County Airport, Broomfield, Colorado;


(2) Kladstrup-Wetzel, Centennial Airport, Engle-wood, Colorado;


(3) Windstar Aviation, Centennial Airport, Engle-wood, Colorado; and


(4) Proflight Medical Response, Centennial Air-port, Englewood, Colorado.

B. The Commission set the matter for hearing on January 5, 1998.  At the Applicant’s request, the application was renoticed on October 27, 1997, to reflect that it is an application for contract carrier rather than common carrier authority, and to reflect the additional restriction to the use of six-passenger vans.  One intervention was filed, by Jody M. Cowen, doing busi-ness as Cowen Enterprises.

C. On December 30, 1997, the Applicant filed a cover let-ter requesting that the application be treated pursuant to the Commission’s modified procedures for non-contested matters.  That letter accompanied a copy of a document from the Intervenor titled “Withdrawal of Intervention” which stated “Cowen Enter-prises hereby withdraw their intervention on this docket.”  With the only intervention withdrawn, it is appropriate to grant the Applicant’s request to process the application pursuant to the Commission’s modified procedures.

D. The application includes individualized letters of sup-port from each of the companies the Applicant proposes to serve, explaining their need for the service and the inadequacy of existing service to fill that need.  It documents that the Appli-cant, as an existing parcel carrier already serving the airports in question, has the ability and the knowledge to perform the service, and that the Applicant is willing to begin performing that service.  The Administrative Law Judge therefore concludes that granting the application would be in the public interest, and she includes an appropriate order granting the applied for authority.

E. Pursuant to § 40-6-109, C.R.S., the Administrative Law Judge hereby transmits to the Commission the record of this pro-ceeding, a written recommended decision containing findings of fact and conclusions of law, and a recommended order.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application by Colorado Airport Couriers, Inc., doing business as Airport Couriers, to operate as a con-tract carrier by motor vehicle for hire of passengers and their baggage, filed on October 6, 1997, in Docket No. 97A-448BP, is granted.  Colorado Airport Couriers, Inc., is granted authority to operate as a contract carrier by motor vehicle for hire, said authority to read as follows:

For the transportation of

passengers and their baggage,

between Centennial Airport, Englewood, Colorado, and Jefferson County Airport, Broomfield, Colorado, on the one hand, and Denver International Airport, Denver, Colorado, on the other hand.

RESTRICTIONS:  This application is restricted as fol-lows:


(1) To providing service for:  (A) Stevens Avia-tion, Jefferson County Airport, Broomfield, Colorado; (B) Kladstrup-Wetzel, Centennial Airport, Englewood, Colorado; (C) Windstar Aviation, Centennial Airport, Englewood, Colorado; and (D) Proflight Medical Re-sponse, Centennial Airport, Englewood, Colorado.


(2) To providing service only in six-passenger vans.

2. Colorado Airport Couriers, Inc., doing business as Airport Couriers, shall cause to be filed with the Commission certificates of insurance as required by Commission rules.  Colo-rado Airport Couriers, Inc., doing business as Airport Couriers, shall also file appropriate tariffs, if any, and shall pay the issuance fee and appropriate annual vehicle identification fees.  Operations of the authority may not begin until these require-ments have been met.  If Colorado Airport Couriers, Inc., doing business as Airport Couriers, does not comply with the require-ments of this ordering paragraph within 60 days of the effective date of this Order, then Ordering Paragraph No. 1 above shall be void.  The Commission may, for good cause shown, grant Colorado Airport Couriers, Inc., doing business as Airport Couriers addi-tional time for the compliance required by this paragraph, but only if any request for an extension of time, showing good cause, is filed within the original 60-day time period.

3. This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.  

4. As provided by § 40-6-109, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file exceptions to it.  

a. If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the recommended decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of § 40-6-115, C.R.S.

b. If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse basic findings of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the pro-cedure stated in § 40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stip-ulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.

5. If exceptions to this Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.
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