Decision No. R98-11


BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


DOCKET NO. 97A-495


in the matter of the APPLICATION of public service company of colorado for an order approving its steam cost adjustment filings for the period october 1996 through september 1997.


recommended decision of�administrative law judge�ken f. kirkpatrick�approving steam cost�adjustment filings


Mailed Date:  January 9, 1998


statement


On October 17, 1997, Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service”) filed its Application for Approval of Steam Cost Adjustment Filings For the Period October 1996 Through September 1997.  The Commission gave notice of the application on October 23, 1997.  The application was deemed complete as of December 9, 1997, and thus the deadline for Staff’s intervention was December 19, 1997.  There were no interventions.


Based upon the verified application and the testimony and exhibits filed with the application, the application should be granted.  This application covers the steam cost adjustment (“SCA”) revisions filed February 3, 1997 in Docket No. 97L-053, and September 19, 1997 in Docket No. 97L-417.  The filings in this application reflect the approval given by the Commission in Docket No. 97L-417 and Docket No. 97L-418 to use a 24-month amor-tization period ending September 30, 1999.  Also, this applica-tion reflects the permission given by this Commission for Public Service to avoid recalculating the base steam cost component.  In Docket No. 97L-417, Public Service did not recalculate the base steam cost component.


The application and the supporting testimony and evi-dence indicate that the annual filing has been made in accordance with Public Service’s applicable tariff.  The SCAs made during the period October 1996 through September 1997, including all underlying calculations, accounting, and costs, should be approved.


In accordance with § 40-6-109, C.R.S., it is recom-mended that the Commission enter the following order.


order


The Commission Orders That:


Docket No. 97A-495, being an application of Public Service Company of Colorado for an order approving its steam cost adjustment filings for the period October 1996 through September 1997, is granted.  The steam cost adjustment filings made by Pub-lic Service Company of Colorado from October 1996 through Septem-ber 1997 are hereby approved.


This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.  


As provided by § 40-6-109, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file exceptions to it.  


If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the recommended decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of § 40-6-115, C.R.S.


If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse basic findings of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the pro-cedure stated in § 40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stip-ulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.


If exceptions to this Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.


THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION�OF THE STATE OF COLORADO����KEN F. KIRKPATRICK�________________________________


Administrative Law Judge
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