Decision No. C98-1302

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98R-610CP
IN THE MATTER OF PROPOSED REVISIONS REGARDING VEHICLE CONDITIONS AND FLAT RATE TAXICAB FARES TO THE RULES, REGULATIONS AND CIVIL PENALTIES GOVERNING COMMON CARRIERS OF PASSENGERS BY MOTOR VEHICLE FOR HIRE, 4 CCR 723-31.
Notice Of Proposed Rulemaking
Mailed Date:   December 24, 1998

Adopted Date:  December 23, 1998

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement
1. The Colorado Public Utilities Commission ("Commission") hereby gives notice of proposed rulemaking regarding rules, regulations, and civil penalties governing common carriers of passengers by motor vehicle for hire.  The primary revisions to these rules, found at 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-31, concern the condition of vehicles subject to these rules and the imposition of flat rates for certain taxi trips to and from Denver International Airport.  The intent of the proposed rules is to update the existing rules and to replace the existing shared ride rule with the maximum flat rate rule.

2. The Commission is proposing these rule changes because it believes that there still exists unnecessary confusion with respect to the provision of taxicab transportation between Denver International Airport and the core zones/business districts served by the majority of taxi trips.  The confusion has been heightened by the recent filings by various taxicab companies withdrawing the offering of non-metered taxicab service to and from Denver International Airport.  The proposed rule attempts to remove this confusion by establishing maximum flat rates for three zones within the greater Denver metropolitan area.

3. Additionally, the Commission is proposing to modify the vehicle condition standard in a manner so as to require that all vehicles used in the provision of common carrier passenger service, regardless of age, are in excellent physical condition.  The other proposed rule changes clarify existing rules, including the civil penalties rule.  A new rule which reiterates the statutory standard regarding the requirement to provide adequate service is also proposed.

4. A copy of the proposed rules is attached to this notice of proposed rulemaking as Attachment A.

5. The statutory authority for the proposed rules is found at §§ 40-2-108, 40-2-110.5, 40-5-105, 40-7-112 through 116, 40-10-105(c), 40-10-106, and 40-10-110, C.R.S.

6. An Administrative Law Judge for the Commission will conduct a hearing on the proposed rules and related issues at the below stated time and place.  Interested parties may submit written comments and present them orally at hearing, unless the Commission deems oral presentations unnecessary.  The Commission strongly encourages interested persons to submit written comments before the hearing scheduled in this matter.  In the event interested persons wish to file comments before hearing, the Commission requests that initial comments be filed ten days prior to the hearing date.  The Commission will consider all submissions.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

7. This Notice of Proposed Rulemaking shall be filed with the Colorado Secretary of State for publication in the January 10, 1999 edition of The Colorado Register. 

8. Hearing on the proposed rules and related matters shall be held before an Administrative Law Judge as follows:

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

DATE:
February 2, 1999

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

Office Level 2 (OL2)

Logan Tower

1580 Logan Street

Denver, Colorado

At the time set for hearing in this matter, interested persons may submit written comments and may present these orally unless the Commission deems oral comments unnecessary.

9. Interested persons may file written comments in this matter before hearing.  The Commission requests that prefiled initial comments be submitted at least ten days before the scheduled hearing.  All submissions, whether oral or written, will be considered by the Commission.

10. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
December 23, 1998.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
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