Decision No. C98-1254

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98V-485G
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF COLORADO NATURAL GAS, INC. FOR A WAIVER OF THE COMMISSION’S GAS COST ADJUSTMENT RULES.
Order Granting Application, as Amended
Mailed Date:  December 15, 1998

Adopted Date:  December 9, 1998
I.
BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission ("Commission") for consideration of the application filed by Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. ("CNG"), on October 26, 1998.  The application seeks a waiver from the filing deadline associated with the annual Gas Cost Adjustment (“GCA”) application set forth in the Commission’s Gas Cost Adjustment Rules, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-8.

2. Specifically, Rule 4 CCR 723-8-2.2 requires that CNG file its annual GCA application with an effective date of November 1.  Rule 4 CCR 723-8-4.2 further provides that such application shall be made no less than two weeks in advance of the proposed effective date.

3. Per its original application, CNG requested a 30-day extension, or until approximately the middle of November, within which to file its annual GCA application.  The application constituted a request for waiver filed pursuant to Rule 4 CCR 723-8-11.  CNG did not make its filing within the time period it requested.  Thus, by a motion filed on December 8, 1998, CNG moved for permission to amend its original application so as to provide for a longer extension and a proposed GCA application effective date of January 1, 1999.  This motion also requested a waiver of response time.

4. No person protested or intervened with respect to the waiver application as originally filed.  For this reason, the Commission will waive response time to the motion.  As a result, this matter can be considered without a hearing under the authority set forth in § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S.

5. The Commission finds that the application states good cause for the requested waiver, as amended.  CNG is a relatively new gas utility and admits that it underestimated the amount of time that would be required to prepare its 1998 GCA application.  CNG also did not account for a delay in the receipt of billing information from one of its suppliers.  Thus, the Commission will grant the application, as amended.  The Commission does, however, expect CNG to file its 1998 GCA application at least two weeks prior to the proposed effective date of January 1, 1999, consistent with Rule 4 CCR 723-8-4.2.

II. ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:

1. The motion to amend application filed by Colorado Natural Gas, Inc., is granted.  Response time to the motion is waived.

2. The application of Colorado Natural Gas, Inc., as amended, for a waiver of Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-8-2.2, is granted.  Colorado Natural Gas, Inc., shall be permitted to file its 1998 Gas Cost Adjustment application with a proposed effective date of January 1, 1999.  The application shall be filed in accordance with the Gas Cost Adjustment filing requirements set forth at Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-8-4.2.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
December 9, 1998.
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