Decision No. C98-1252

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97A-540T

in the matter of the application of u s west COMMUNICATIONS, inc. for specific forms of price regulation.

Order Requiring Responses
Clarifying Stipulation

Mailed Date:  December 11, 1998

Adopted Date:  December 3, 1998

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement

1.
This proceeding concerns the application by U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“USWC”), for specific forms of price regulation in lieu of traditional rate-of-return regulation.  On October 29, 1998, USWC, Staff of the Commission (“Staff”), and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”) filed their Joint Motion to Accept Stipulation and Settlement Agreement.  That motion requests that the Commission approve the attached Stipulation and Settlement Agreement (“Stipulation”) between the three parties as a full resolution of issues raised in this proceeding.  In Decision No. C98-1190 we scheduled a hearing, commencing January 14, 1999, to consider whether the Stipulation should be approved.  Additionally, interested parties have been directed to prefile testimony on January 8, 1999 regarding whether the Commission should approve the Stipulation.

2.
The Commission has certain questions regarding the meaning of various provisions in the Stipulation.  In the interests of administrative efficiency, the Commission will direct that the proponents of the Stipulation respond to the questions attached to this order in their prefiled testimony.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1.
U S WEST Communications, Inc., Staff of the Commission, and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel shall submit, either individually or jointly, responses to the questions contained in Attachment 1 to this Order.  These responses shall be filed in this docket as prefiled testimony, and are due on or before January 8, 1999.

2.
This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
December 3, 1998.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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�  The questions on the attachment are simply intended to clarify USWC’s, Staff’s, and the OCC’s intent in the Stipulation.  The Commission, at the hearing in this matter, may have other questions regarding the merits of approving the Stipulation as a resolution of this case.
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