Decision No. C98-1228

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98M-570E

IN THE MATTER OF ADVICE NO. 558 BY WESTPLAINS ENERGY.
Order Rejecting Tariff

Mailed Date:  December 9, 1998

Adopted Date:  December 9, 1998.

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1. On November 10, 1998, WestPlains Energy, a division of UtiliCorp United Inc. (“WestPlains”), filed its Advice Letter No. 558.  The tariffs attached to the Advice Letter propose a “Green Power” program in which customers of WestPlains could designate a portion of their individual power requirements to come from renewable energy sources such as solar, wind, hydro, geothermal, or biomass.  Pursuant to the provisions of § 40-6-111(3), C.R.S., and Rule 43, Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, we will reject the proposed tariffs without hearing.

2. We find that the tariffs attached to Advice Letter No. 558 are impermissibly vague.  For example, the tariffs fail to propose specific prices to be charged customers choosing to participate in the Green Power program contrary to the provisions of § 40-3-103, C.R.S.  The proposed tariffs also fail to propose other specific necessary provisions of such a program (e.g., the definition of “Green Power”, and the sources which will be considered Green Power).  In light of the vagueness of the proposals set forth in Advice Letter No. 558, we will reject the filing.

3. While we encourage WestPlains to investigate a Green Power program, the tariffs implementing such a program must be sufficiently specific to inform the Commission and WestPlains’ customers of the proposals.

II.
order

A.
The Commission Orders That:

1. The proposed tariffs attached to Advice Letter No. 558 filed by WestPlains Energy, a division of UtiliCorp United Inc., are rejected.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
December 9, 1998.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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