Decision No. C98-1212

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98I-389G
REGARDING THE INVESTIGATION OF RATES AND TARIFFS OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO ADVICE LETTER NO. 539-GAS.
Decision Granting Exceptions and Permitting the Intervention of Conoco, Inc.
Mailed Date:  December 4, 1998

Adopted Date:  December 3, 1998
I.
BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (the "Commission") for consideration of the exceptions to Decision No. R98-1046 filed by Conoco, Inc. (“Conoco”).  No response to the exceptions was received.

2. Decision No. R98-1046 denied the late-filed intervention of Conoco in the instant investigation of the rates and tariffs applicable to the Front Range Pipeline of Public Service Company of Colorado.  Conoco’s petition for leave to intervene was filed 33 days after the deadline for the filing of petitions to intervene and stated no basis for the tardiness of the petition.  

3. In its exceptions to Decision No. R98-1046, Conoco explains that the tardiness of its filing resulted from the incorrect belief that an intervention had been timely filed, which belief was compounded by a clerical error.  The Commission finds that Conoco has now set forth good cause for its request consistent with the requirement of Rule 64(c)(3) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1.

4. Since Conoco claims that it has a substantial and direct interest in this matter and that its participation in this matter at this time will not prejudice any existing party nor cause undue disruption, the Commission will grant the exceptions.  Conoco’s intervention, however, is conditioned upon Conoco taking the record and procedural schedule as they exist on the effective date of this Decision.

5. Finally, the Commission will grant a waiver of Rule 21(a) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, regarding the admittance of Conoco’s attorney to represent the interests of Conoco in this proceeding.

II. ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:

1. The Commission grants the exceptions to Decision No. R98-1046 filed by Conoco, Inc.  Conoco, Inc., shall be permitted to intervene in this matter.  Conoco, Inc., must, however, take the record and procedural schedule as they exist on the effective date of this Decision.

2. Bruce A. Connell shall be granted a waiver of Rule 21(a) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, thereby permitting him to represent Conoco, Inc., in this matter.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
December 3, 1998.
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