Decision No. C98-1176

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98R-536E

IN THE MATTER OF PROPOSED RULES REGARDING AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES REGULATING THE SERVICE OF ELECTRIC UTILITIES, 4 COLORADO CODE OF REGULATIONS 723-3.
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
Mailed Date:   November 27, 1998

Adopted Date:  November 25, 1998

BY THE COMMISSION

Statement
1. The Colorado Public Utilities Commission hereby gives notice of proposed rulemaking regarding amendments to the Rules Regulating the Service of Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3 ("Electric Rules").

2. The general intent of the proposed rule amendments is to prescribe new customer information requirements applicable to jurisdictional electric utilities which provide electric services to end-use customers.  Specifically the proposed rules would require the provision of information regarding the cost of various components of electricity service and the sources of electric supply associated with the electric energy purchased by the utility.

3. Through the above described proposed changes, the Commission hopes to provide for greater understanding of the current provision of electricity and to begin the process of customer education that will aid any future transition to customer choice with respect to electric utility service.  Thus, the Commission is seeking comment on whether the proposed rule amendments are valuable, informative and educational from the perspective of the end-user.  In addition, while not part of the proposed rule amendments, the Commission is also interested in receiving comment on whether other information should also be required to be disclosed, including, for example, the provision of utility-specific air emissions information for sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides and carbon dioxide as compared to the national average as reported in Environmental Protection Agency E-Grid data.

4. A copy of the proposed rules is attached to this notice of proposed rulemaking.  The statutory authority for the proposed rules is found at §§ 40-2-108, 40-3-102, 40-3-111, C.R.S.

5. The Commission will conduct a hearing on the proposed rules and related issues at the below stated time and place.  Interested persons may submit written comments on the rules and present these orally at hearing, unless the Commission deems oral presentations unnecessary.  The also Commission encourages interested persons to submit written comments before the hearing scheduled in this matter.  In the event persons wish to file comments before hearing, the Commission requests that such comments be filed ten days prior to the hearing date.  The Commission will consider all submissions.

ORDER

The Commission Orders That:

1. This Notice of Proposed Rulemaking shall be filed with the Colorado Secretary of State for publication in the December 10, 1998 edition of The Colorado Register.  At the time of filing with the Secretary of State, this notice shall also be filed with the Office of Regulatory Reform.

2. Hearing on the proposed rules and related matters shall be held before the Commission as follows:

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

DATE:
January 11, 1999

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A

Office Level 2 (OL2)

Logan Tower

1580 Logan Street

Denver, Colorado

At the time set for hearing in this matter, interested persons may submit written comments and may present these orally unless the Commission deems oral comments unnecessary.

6. Interested persons may file written comments in this matter before hearing.  The Commission requests that such prefiled comments be submitted at least ten days before the scheduled hearing.  All submissions, whether oral or written, will be considered by the Commission.

7. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
November 25, 1998.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director



COMMISSIONER VINCENT MAJKOWSKI DISSENTING:

I respectfully dissent from this Notice of Proposed Rulemaking only because I was not afforded the opportunity to discuss the proposed rules with the appropriate Staff of the Commission.  Since this issue was initially addressed in a prior Commission meeting, in which I was not in attendance, I was not afforded the opportunity to benefit from the analysis provided by Staff or the Commissioners’ discussion which then ensued.  Furthermore, I do not feel that this matter rises to the level of urgency that would cause the other Commissioners to decline to honor my request to delay consideration of this matter for one week.
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