Decision No. C98-1135

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98A-436T
in the matter of the APPLICATION OF GTE CORPORATION AND BELL ATLANTIC CORPORATION FOR APPROVAL OF A merger AGREEMENT.
COMMISSION ORDER GRANTING merger

Mailed Date:  November 20, 1998

Adopted Date:  November 18, 1998
I.
BY THE COMMISSION

A.
Statement and Findings of Fact

1.
This Application was filed on October 2, 1998 by GTE Corporation ("GTE") and Bell Atlantic Corporation ("Bell Atlantic") (collectively, the "Joint Applicants".  The applica-tion, was filed pursuant to 4 Code of Colorado Regulations ("CCR") 723-37-3 and 4 CCR 723-1-55. 

2.
The Commission issued a notice of the Application on October 7, 1998.  No petitions for intervention have been filed.  Thus, this matter may be decided without a hearing, as provided in § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 24 of the Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1.

3.
The application requests approval of a merger agreement between GTE and Bell Atlantic.  When the merger is completed, GTE will become a wholly-owned subsidiary of Bell Atlantic.

4.
We conclude that the application states sufficient grounds for Commission approval.

B. Findings and Conclusions

1. Neither GTE nor Bell Atlantic are regulated tele-phone companies within the State of Colorado.  

2. In Colorado, GTE's wholly owned subsidiary, GTE Communications Corporation (“GTECC”), is a switchless reseller of long distance telecommunications services and non-optional operator services, and holds a Certificate to Provide Local Exchange Telecommunications Services throughout Colorado.  When the merger is completed GTECC, will remain, as a subsidiary of GTE, which will itself, be a subsidiary of Bell Atlantic.  GTECC will become a second-tier subsidiary of Bell Atlantic. 

3. In Colorado, Bell Atlantic's subsidiaries, Bell Atlantic Communications, Inc., and NYNEX Long Distance Company, doing business as Bell Atlantic Long Distance, are switchless resellers of long distance telecommunications services and non-optional operator services.

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:

1.
The application is deemed complete.

2.
The application by GTE Corporation and Bell Atlantic Corporation is granted.

3.
This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.


B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
November 18, 1998.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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COMMISSIONER VINCENT MAJKOWSKI ABSENT.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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