Decision No. C98-1105

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97A-540T 

in the matter of the application of u s west COMMUNICATIONS, inc. for specific forms of price regulation.

DOCKET NO. 90A-665T

THE APPLICATION OF MOUNTAIN STATES TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY, DOING BUSINESS AS U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC., FOR THE APPROVAL OF A FIVE-YEAR PLAN FOR RATE AND SERVICE EARNINGS PROGRAM.

Order Extending Time To Respond To Stipulation And Settlement Agreement, And Scheduling Prehearing Conference

Mailed Date:  November 12, 1998

Adopted Date:  November 4, 1998

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for con-sideration of the Joint Motion to Extend Response Time to Stip-ulation and Settlement Agreement filed by the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”), U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“USWC”), and Commission Staff (“Staff”) on November 3, 1998.  The joint motion requests that we extend the time for non-signing parties to the Stipulation previously submitted to the Commission on October 29, 1998 to file written responses to that Stipulation.  Good grounds having been stated, we will waive response time to the joint motion and grant it.  Non-signing parties shall file responses to the OCC’s, Staff’s, and USWC’s Joint Motion to Accept Stipulation and Settlement Agreement (filed with the Com-mission on October 29, 1998) on or before November 20, 1998.

2. The responses filed on November 20, 1998 shall, in addition to any other matter the filing party wishes to address, comment upon the following matters:

•  whether a hearing is needed to investigate the pro-posed Stipulation;

•  the specific issues to be addressed at hearing;

•  if a hearing is required, estimated number of hear-ing days necessary and proposed dates for hearing; and

•  if a hearing is required, suggested prehearing pro-cedures (e.g., discovery schedule, schedule for pre-filed testimony, etc.).

3. The Commission will conduct a prehearing con-ference in this matter at the below-stated time and place for the purpose of determining the procedures to be employed by the Com-mission to investigate the Stipulation filed by the OCC, USWC, and Staff.  In particular, the Commission will address those mat-ters discussed in the November 20, 1998 filings as stated above, and all other related matters.  If a hearing is necessary to investigate the Stipulation, the parties shall come prepared to resolve all procedural matters related to such a hearing, includ-ing the identification of witnesses for each party and dates for hearing.

II.
order

A. The Commission orders that:

1. Response time to The Joint Motion to Extend Response Time to Stipulation and Settlement Agreement is waived and the motion is granted.  Responses to the Joint Motion to Accept Stipulation and Settlement Agreement filed by the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, U S WEST Communications, Inc., and Commission Staff on October 29, 1998 shall be filed on or before November 20, 1998.  The responses shall address those matters discussed above.

2. A prehearing conference is scheduled in this mat-ter at the following date, time, and place:

DATE:

November 24, 1998

TIME:

9:00 a.m.

PLACE:

Commission Hearing Room A



1580 Logan Street, Office Level 2



Denver, Colorado

The parties shall come prepared to address those matters dis-cussed above.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 

November 4, 1998.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________



VINCENT MAJKOWSKI
________________________________



R. BRENT ALDERFER
________________________________

Commissioners
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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� The Commission has identified December 1, 1998 as a potential date available on the Commission calendar for hearing in this case.
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