Decision No. C98-1038

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98M-472G
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR AN ORDER APPROVING A PROPOSED MODIFIED MANNER OF NOTICE WITH RESPECT TO GAS RATE CHANGES TO BE FILED NOVEMBER 2, 1998.
Order Granting Application To Approve
An Alternative Manner of Notice
and Waiver of Response Time
Mailed Date:   October 26, 1998

Adopted Date:  October 23, 1998

I.
BY THE COMMISSION


Statement
1.
This matter comes before the Colorado Public Util-ities Commission for consideration of the application to approve an alternative manner of notice filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service”) on October 20, 1998.  In the motion, Public Service requests that it be permitted to provide alternative notice for the advice letter it intends to file on November 2, 1998, which advice letter will propose the imple-mentation of General Rate Schedule Adjustment Riders for its gas rates.  As such, this is a motion under § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S.  Now being duly advised in the premises, we will grant the motion and waive response time.

2.
Public Service requests that it be permitted to provide notice of the application by means of a public notice printed in The Denver Post and The Rocky Mountain News, news-papers of general circulation as defined in Rule 4(b)(10) of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, in accordance with the size and timing provi-sions set forth in § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(A), C.R.S.  Public Serv-ice, however, points out that these newspapers do not constitute a newspaper “of general circulation” in each county in which Pub-lic Service provides service.

3.
Public Service also intends to provide notice through the use of a bill insert.  However, Public Service states that it will not be able to include a bill insert in the bills of all of its customers during the first 20 days prior to the effec-tive date of the advice letter it intends to file on November 2, 1998 regarding its gas rates as is required by § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(C), C.R.S.

4.
Public Service asserts that its proposed modifica-tions to the statutory standards are consistent with their spirit and provide for a cost savings of approximately $405,000 in direct mailing costs.  The Commission agrees with this assertion.

5.
The Commission, therefore, finds that the applica-tion states good cause for the requested relief and that notice will be disseminated sufficiently to inform the public of the requested change to Public Service’s gas rates.

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:

1.
The application to approve an alternative manner of notice filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on Octo-ber 20, 1998, is granted.  Response time to this motion is waived.

2.
This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
October 26, 1998.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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________________________________



VINCENT MAJKOWSKI
________________________________
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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