Decision No. C98-1036

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO.  98V-374G

in the matter of the application of gREELEY GAS COMPANY, A DIVISION OF ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION, FOR WAIVER OF RULE 25(B)(2) OF THE COMMISSION’S RULES OF PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE

commission order GRANTING, IN PART,
AND DENYING, IN PART, GREELEY GAS
COMPANY’S APPLICATION FOR WAIVER  

Mailed Date:  October 27, 1998

Adopted Date:  October 23, 1998

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:


A.
Statements, Findings of Facts, and Conclusion

1. On August 21, 1998, Greeley Gas Company, A Divi-sion of Atmos Energy Corporation (“Greeley”) filed its applica-tion for waiver of Rule 25(B) of the Commission’s Rules of Prac-tice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1. 

2. Greeley requested an order from the Commission waiving the requirements of Rule 25(b)(2) that Greeley maintain its books of account and records in accordance with the Uniform System of Accounts (“USOA”) as prescribed by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC”) for Natural Gas Companies.

3. As grounds for its request, Greeley states that when Atmos Energy Corporation (“Atmos”) merged with Greeley in 1993, Greeley’s books were converted to the NARUC Uniform System of Accounts (“NARUC USOA”) which had been utilized by Atmos and its predecessor, Energas before it.  Energas maintained its books of account and records pursuant to the methodologies prescribed in the NARUC USOA because this was the methodology required by the Texas Railroad Commission.  Lastly, Greeley states that com-pliance with the Commission rule would be very costly, time con-suming, and unduly burdensome.

4. Greeley has not stated good cause for the Commis-sion to grant the requested waiver.  The Commission is concerned that the NARUC USOA has not been revised in over 22 years to reflect changes and developments in the gas industry.  Further, as the gas industry moves toward an unbundled environment, the Commission desires that all regulated gas utilities in the state be consistent in how they maintain their books of account and records. The Commission believes that the benefits to customers in the future standardized financial information from all regu-ated gas utilities outweighs the desire of Greeley to avoid the inconvenience involved in converting to the FERC USOA.

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:

1. Greeley Gas Company, A Division of Atmos Energy Corporation begin developing a plan to convert its books of accounts and records to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Uniform System of Accounts.  Greeley Gas Company, A Division of Atmos Energy Corporation will have five years to complete the transition and convert to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-ion Uniform System of Accounts.  Greeley Gas Company, A Division of Atmos Energy Corporation should file its plan for transition to Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Uniform System of Accounts within one year from the date of this Order.

2.  This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
October 23, 1998.
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