Decision No. C98-993

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98I-389G

REGARDING THE INVESTIGATION OF RATES AND TARIFFS OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO--ADVICE LETTER NO. 539-GAS.

Order granting leave to file late
response And referring request for clarification to Administrative Law Judge

Mailed Date:  October 5, 1998

Adopted Date:  October 1, 1998

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1. In Decision No. C98-867, we opened Docket No. 98I-389G to investigate rates for the Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service” or “Company”) Front Range Pipeline.  (The Front Range Pipeline will be an approximately 53-mile long, 24-inch diameter pipeline, with appurtenant facilities, from Public Service’s existing Chalk Bluffs station to an interconnection with the Company’s existing 24-inch line adjacent to the Fort St. Vrain electric generating plant).  On September 15, 1998, Staff of the Public Utilities Commission (“Staff”) filed a motion for clarification of the order opening this docket, and request for waiver of response time.  Staff’s request to waive response time was denied.

2. On September 30, 1998, Public Service filed an untimely response to Staff’s motion for clarification.  At the same time, Public Service filed a motion for leave to file response to Staff’s motion for clarification one day out-of-time.  The Commission finds that adequate justification exists to grant Public Service’s request for leave to respond one day out-of-time.

3. With respect to the motion for clarification, the Commission finds that since this proceeding has been assigned to an Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”), the issues raised by Staff can best be addressed by the ALJ.  

4. The ALJ is directed to address the clarification issues raised by Staff and the response of Public Service under the following guidelines:  The intent of the rate proceeding is to develop final permanent rates.  While the Commission prefers the use of actual costs to develop rates, the use of projected costs based on the best available information may be necessary to expedite the process, consistent with the direction provided in Decision No. C98-867.  A process including interim rates with some form of a true-up based on final information may also be considered.  The ALJ shall balance the Commission’s interest in the use of actual costs against resulting delays in implementation of final rates, and administrative difficulties associated with the introduction of updated costs at or after the end of the hearing process.

II.
order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The motion of Public Service Company of Colorado for leave to file response to Staff’s motion for clarification one day out-of-time, filed on September 30, 1998, is granted.

2. Staff’s motion for waiver of response time, filed on September 15, 1998, is denied.

3. The Administrative Law judge assigned to Docket No. 98I-389G is directed to address Staff’s motion for clarification of order opening docket, filed on September 15, 1998, consistent with the discussion above.

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
October 1, 1998.
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