Decision No. C98-972

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98R-426T

in the matter of proposed amendments to the rules prescribing  intralata equal access, 4 ccr 723-2-27.
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

Mailed Date:   September 30, 1998

Adopted Date:  September 24, 1998

I.
BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1.
The Colorado Public Utilities Commission hereby gives notice of proposed rulemaking regarding amendments to the rules for IntraLATA Equal Access (“IEA”), found at 4 CCR 723‑2‑27.  The intent of the proposed amendments is to establish a rate element to recover those Commission-approved costs associated with IEA.  The cost recovery would not exceed a three year time period and would be levied on originating intrastate intraLATA local exchange carriers’ access minutes of use.

2.
In Docket No. 97R-296T, In the Matter of Proposed Rules Regarding implementation of IntraLATA Equal Access, the Commission stated that it intended to address the IEA cost recovery issue in a separate rulemaking despite certain parties requests to address it in that docket.  The present docket addresses those cost recovery issues.  

3.
Appended to this order as Attachment A is a copy of proposed amendments to the existing IEA Rules, 4 CCR 723-42-27.  The statutory authority for the proposed rules is found at §§ 40-2-108, 40-3-102, and 40-15-208, C.R.S.

4.
In order to meet the February 8, 1999, deadline for commencement of IEA,
 the Commissioners will conduct a hearing on the proposed rules and related issues at the below stated time and place.  Interested persons may submit written comments on the rules and present these orally at hearing, unless the Commission deems oral presentations unnecessary.  The Commission also encourages interested persons to submit written comments before the hearing scheduled in this matter.  In the event interested persons wish to file comments before hearing, the Commission requests that such comments be filed ten days prior to the hearing date.  The Commission will consider all submissions.

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:

1.
This Notice of Proposed Rulemaking shall be filed with the Colorado Secretary of State for publication in the October 10, 1998 edition of The Colorado Register.

2.
Hearing on the proposed rules and related matters shall be held before the Commissioners as follows:

DATE:
November 4, 1998

TIME:
1:30 p.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A

Office Level 2 (OL2)

Logan Tower

1580 Logan Street

Denver, Colorado

At the time set for hearing in this matter, interested persons may submit written comments and may present these orally unless the Commission deems oral comments unnecessary.

3.
Interested persons may file written comments in this matter before hearing.  The Commission requests that such prefiled comments be submitted at least ten days before the scheduled hearing.  All submissions, whether oral or written, will be considered by the Commission.

4.
This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
September 24, 1998.
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