Decision No. C98-965

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98L-404G

in the matter of the application of PEOPLES NATURAL GAS COMPANY, DIVISION OF UTILICORP UNITED INC. FOR AN ORDER AUTHORIZING IT TO EFFECT certain REVISIONS IN gas rates upon less than statutory notice.

commission order GRANTING
WITHDRAWAL OF APPLICATION

Mailed Date:  September 29, 1998

Adopted Date:  September 24, 1998

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:


Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. On September 15, 1998, Applicant, Peoples Natural Gas Company, Division of UtiliCorp United Inc., filed a verified application.  Applicant seeks a Commission order authorizing it, without formal hearing and on less than statutory notice, to place into effect on October 1, 1998, tariffs resulting in a decrease to its existing natural gas rates now on file with the Commission.

2. On September 23, 1998, Applicant filed a notice of withdrawal of the instant application.

3. The Commission’s Gas Cost Adjustment Rules require that Applicant revise its gas cost adjustment rates to be effective on October 1 of each year.  See 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-8-2.1.  Although Applicant is requesting to withdraw the application, Applicant represents that it will refile at the earliest opportunity.  Such refiling at the earliest opportunity is necessary to comport with the intent of the Commission’s Gas Cost Adjustment Rules.  Moreover, since it appears that Applicant will be seeking a decrease, the Commission notes that any undue delay in placing decreased rates into effect which pass on Applicant’s decreased costs would substantially harm Applicant’s customers.

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:

1.
The Commission hereby grants the request to withdraw the instant application filed by Peoples Natural Gas Company, Division of UtiliCorp United Inc.

2.
This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING September 24, 1998.
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