Decision No. C98-867

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98I-389G

REGARDING THE INVESTIGATION OF RATES AND TARIFFS OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO--ADVICE LETTER NO. 539-GAS.

Order Opening Docket And
Issuing Procedural Directives

Mailed Date:  September 3, 1998

Adopted Date:  August 26, 1998

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1. In Docket No. 97A-622G, we granted to Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service” or “Company”) a certificate of public convenience and necessity for the construction of the Front Range Pipeline.  See Decision Nos. C98-556, C98-677, and C98-840.  (The Front Range Pipeline will be an approximately 53-mile long, 24-inch diameter pipeline, with appurtenant facilities, from Public Service’s existing Chalk Bluffs station to an interconnection with the Company’s existing 24-inch line adjacent to the Fort St. Vrain electric generating plant.)  However, the certificate approved in Docket No. 97A-622G was conditioned upon the operation of Front Range under stand-alone rates.  That is, the Commission determined that Public Service would be required to provide service over the Front Range Pipeline separate from service over its existing system.  Consequently, the Commission, in Docket No. 97A-622G, directed the Company to establish separate rates and tariffs for Front Range through a proceeding specifically intended for that purpose.

2. Public Service, in Docket No. 97A-622G, estimated that Front Range would be operational by November 1, 1998.  In order to provide service to customers on the pipeline’s anticipated in-service date, Public Service has requested that its initially proposed rates for Front Range not be suspended by the Commission, but be allowed to become effective by operation of law on September 19, 1998.  Public Service has now filed proposed rates and tariffs for Front Range in Advice Letter No. 539-Gas.  In return for a Commission decision not to suspend its initially proposed Front Range rates, the Company filed a Burden Letter in Docket No. 97A-622G.  The Burden Letter (dated August 19, 1998) sets forth the Company’s commitment to carry the burden of proof at any docket initiated by the Commission to investigate those initially proposed rates, and the Company’s commitment to refund the difference between the initial rates and the rates eventually approved by the Commission in the investigatory docket.

3. Also on August 19, 1998, the Company, in Docket No. 97A-622G, filed its motion for a Commission order opening a docket to investigate the proposals contained in Advice Letter No. 539-Gas (“August 19 motion”).  That motion contains additional requests relating to the procedure for the investigatory docket.  We granted that motion by separate order in Docket No. 97A-622G.

4. Given the impending need for effective rates for Front Range and in light of Public Service’s commitments in the August 19 Burden Letter, the Commission has determined that the rates and tariffs proposed in Advice Letter No. 539-Gas will not be suspended as allowed for under § 40-6-111, C.R.S.  Instead, the Commission will open the instant docket for the purpose of investigating the rates and tariffs proposed in Advice Letter No. 539-Gas.  Consistent with our approval, in Docket No. 97A-622G, of the August 19 motion by Public Service, we issue the directives set forth below.

5. The instant docket is hereby opened for the purpose of investigating the rates and tariffs contained in Advice Letter No. 539-Gas.  As directed in Docket No. 97A-622G, the present case shall be limited to the investigation of rates and tariffs applicable to the Front Range Pipeline.  The Commission record established in Docket No. 97A-622G shall be incorporated into the record in the instant proceeding.  The testimony and exhibits attached to Public Service’s August 19, motion in Docket No. 97A-622G shall be accepted for filing in this docket as the Company’s direct testimony and exhibits.

6. This matter shall be assigned to an Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”) for further proceedings.  The ALJ is directed to schedule and conduct a prehearing conference as soon as possible following the intervention period specified below.  In addition, the ALJ is directed to expedite this proceeding insofar as possible consistent with the need of interested parties and the Commission to fully investigate and consider the matters raised in this case.

II.
order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. This docket is opened for the purpose of investigating the rates and tariffs proposed by Public Service Company of Colorado in Advice Letter No. 539-Gas.

2. Persons seeking to intervene as a party to this case shall file an appropriate pleading, consistent with the Commissions Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, within 20 days following the effective date of this Order.

3. The Commission record established in Docket No. 97A-622G is hereby incorporated as part of the record in the instant proceeding.

4. The testimony and exhibits attached to the Motion by Public Service Company of Colorado for a Commission Order Opening an Investigatory Docket, Incorporating Record in this Docket, Accepting Direct Testimony and Exhibits for Filing, Establishing Expedited Procedures, and for Waiver of Response Time filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on August 19, 1998 in Docket No. 97A-622G are accepted as Public Service Company of Colorado’s direct case in this proceeding.  Within ten days of the effective date of this Order, Public Service Company of Colorado shall file an original and one copy of that testimony and exhibits in the instant docket.

5. This matter is assigned to an Administrative Law Judge for further proceedings consistent with the above discussion.

6. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
August 26, 1998.
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� As set forth in the ordering paragraphs below, the Company will be directed to file an original and one copy of its exhibits and testimony in the present docket.
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