Decision No. C98-864

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97A-622G

APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO fOR (1) A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NEECESSITY TO CONSTRUCT AND OPERATE A 53-MILE LONG, 24-INCH DIAMETER NATURAL GAS PIPELINE AND APPURTENANT FACILITIES FROM ITS EXISTING CHALK BLUFFS STATION NEAR ROCKPORT, COLORADO TO AN INTERCONNECTION WITH ITS EXISTING 24-INCH PIPELINE LOCATED ADJACENT TO THE FORT ST. VRAIN POWER PLANT NEAR PLATTEVILLE, COLorADO; (2) AUTHORIZATION TO SELl SUCH FACILITIES, ONCE CONSTRUCTED, TO WYCO DEVELOPMENT LLC AND TO IMMEDIATELY LEASE SUCH FACILITIES BACK UNDER A LONG-TERM LEASE; (3) A DECLARATORY RULING THAT WYCO DEVELOPMENT LLC WILL NOT BE A PUBLIC UTILITY; AND (4) SUCH OTHER AND FURTHER RELIEF AS THE COMMISSION MAY DEEM NECESSARY.

Order Granting Motion For Opening An Investigatory Docket, Incorporating Record In Docket, Accepting Direct Testimony And Exhibits For Filing, Establishing Expedited Procedures, And For Waiver Of Response Time

Mailed Date:  September 2, 1998

Adopted Date:  August 26, 1998

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of the Motion by Public Service Company of Colorado for a Commission Order Opening an Investigatory Docket, Incorporating Record in this Docket, Accepting Direct Testimony and Exhibits for Filing, Establishing Expedited Procedures, and for Waiver of Response Time.  Consistent with prior Commission directives in this proceeding, Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service” or “Company”), in the motion, requests that we initiate a docket to investigate the Company’s proposed rates and tariffs for the Front Range Pipeline as reflected in its recently filed Advice Letter No. 539-Gas.  Attached to the motion was Public Service’s Burden Letter (dated August 19, 1998) in which it agrees to carry the burden of proof in the new investigatory docket and to make refunds to customers based upon any difference between the proposed rates and those rates eventually determined by the Commission to be just and reasonable.  The Company has made the commitments reflected in the Burden Letter as part of its request that the Commission not suspend the proposed tariffs attached to Advice Letter No. 539-Gas.  Additionally, the motion requests that we incorporate the Commission record in Docket No. 97A-622G into the new investigatory proceeding; that we accept for filing in the new docket the direct testimony and exhibits attached to the motion; that we adopt an expedited procedural schedule for the new proceedings; and that we waive response time to the motion.

2. Good cause having been stated, we will grant the motion.  By separate order, we are initiating an investigatory docket as requested in the Company’s motion.  That order will reflect that the other requests for relief in the motion are being granted for purposes of the new docket.

II.
order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Motion by Public Service Company of Colorado for a Commission Order Opening an Investigatory Docket, Incorporating Record in this Docket, Accepting Direct Testimony and Exhibits for Filing, Establishing Expedited Procedures, and for Waiver of Response Time is granted.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
August 26, 1998.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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