Decision No. C98-815
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98A-343CP-TA

THE APPLICATION OF Safe Ride Services, Inc.FOR TEMPORARY AUTHORITY TO CONDUCT OPERATIONS AS A COMMON CARRIER BY MOTOR VEHICLE FOR HIRE for the transportation of passengers and their baggage.
COMMISSION ORDER GRANTING
TEMPORARY AUTHORITY in part

Mailed Date: August 26, 1998
Adopted Date: August 26, 1998
I.
BY THE COMMISSION


Statement, Findings, and Conclusion:


1.
On July 16, 1998, Safe Ride Services, Inc. filed an application (DOCKET NO. 98A-343CP-TA) for temporary authority to conduct operations as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire for the transportation of passengers and their baggage, in call-and-demand limousine service, between all points in the State of Colorado. This application is restricted to providing, non-emergency transportation to and from dialysis centers, hospitals, clinics, doctors offices, and other health-related facilities.


2.
The Commission gave notice of the application on August 3, 1998.  Interventions opposing a grant of the application were filed by Sunshine Taxi, Inc.("Sunshine Taxi"), City Cab Company ("City Cab"), Agnes T. Weir, doing business as Care Cars ("Care Cars"), and Alpine Taxi/Limo, Inc. ("Alpine Taxi").

 

3.
By § 40-6-120, C.R.S., the application for temporary authority is under consideration for a Commission order.



4.
Pursuant to § 40-6-120(1), C.R.S., the Commission is authorized to grant temporary authority when there appears to be an immediate and urgent need to any point or within a territory having no carrier service capable of meeting such need.

5. The support letters filed on behalf of this application are limited in geographic scope to six counties in southern Colorado.  These letters demonstrate a need for service between these points, and for service to and from other cities within the State.  The intervenors to this application do not object to a grant of this type of authority so long as it does not overlap each of their respective authorities. Alpine Taxi is willing to withdraw its intervention if service to, from or within Routt County is eliminated.  City Cab objects only to service being granted within the city of Pueblo and a six-mile radius thereof.  Sunshine Taxi is willing to withdraw its intervention if Mesa County is eliminated from the application.  And finally, Care Cars opposes only the portion of the application seeking authority to provide service within the Counties of Mesa, Delta and Montrose.

6. With respect to the scope of the application, the rights sought are overly broad. There is no support for a grant of statewide authority in this application. However, there is an identified unmet need for a limited version of the proposed service. As such a limited portion of this application will be granted, with restrictions to eliminate overlap with the service provided by the intervenors.  The temporary authority will read as follows: 

Transportation of passengers and their baggage in call-and-demand limousine service 

(1) between all points within the area comprised of the Counties of Alamosa, Baca, Huerfano, Las Animas, and Otero, State of Colorado, and between said points on the one hand, and all points in the State of Colorado, on the other hand; and 

(2) between all points within the County of Montezuma, State of Colorado, and between said points on the one hand, and all points in the State of Colorado, on the other hand. 
This temporary authority is restricted as follows:

(A) to providing, non-emergency transportation to and from dialysis centers, hospitals, clinics, doctors offices, and other health-related facilities; and 

(B) All service provided under this temporary authority must originate within the base teritory identified in part 1 or part 2 above, with expressed authorization to provide round trip service. 

7. The Applicant has adequate equipment and financial resources to begin immediate service within the scope of the authority granted and is willing, ready, and able to operate under all Commission rules and regulations governing carriers by motor vehicle.

8. This application for temporary authority is in the public interest and should be granted, consistent with the above discussion.

9. The Applicant is advised that the granting of a temporary authority creates no presumption that permanent authority will be granted.

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:


1.
Safe Ride Services, Inc. is granted temporary authority to conduct operations as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire for a period of 180 days commencing from the Mailed Date of this order, with authority as set forth in the attached Appendix.



2.
Safe Ride Services, Inc. shall not commence operation until all requirements have been met and notice in writing has been received from the Commission that the Applicant is in compliance and may begin service.  If the Applicant does not comply with the requirements of this ordering paragraph within 30 days of the effective date of this Order, then ordering paragraph 1 above, which grants authority to the Applicant, shall be void, and the authority granted, shall then be void.  On good cause shown, the Commission may grant additional time for compliance, if the request for additional time is filed within the 30 days.



3.
The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails or serves this Decision.


B.
This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.


C.
ADOPTED IN THE COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING August 26, 1998.

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________



VINCENT MAJKOWSKI
________________________________



R. BRENT ALDERFER
________________________________
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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August 26, 1998
The transportation of passengers and their baggage, in call-and-demand limousine service, 

1. Between all points in the area comprised of the Counties of Alamosa, Baca, Huerfano, Las Animas, and Otero, State of Colorado, and between said points, on the one hand, and all points in the State of Colorado, on the other hand. 

2. Between all points in the County of Montezuma, State of Colorado, and between said points, on the one hand, and all points in the State of Colorado, on the other hand.

This Temporary Authority is restricted as follows:

(A) To providing, non-emergency transportation to and from dialysis centers, hospitals, clinics, doctors offices, and other healthcare-related facilities.
(B) All service provided under this temporary authority must originate within the base teritory identified in part 1 or part 2 above, with expressed authorization to provide round trip service.
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