Decision No. C98-804

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98A-319T

in the matter of petition by e(spire communications, inc. and acsi local switched services for arbitration of an amendment of an interconnection agreement with u s west communications, inc. pursuant to section 252(b) of the telecommunications act of 1996.

Order Granting Motion For Protective
Order And Extension Of Time To Respond
To Petition For Arbitration

Mailed Date:  August 19, 1998

Adopted Date:  August 12, 1998

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of the Motion for Protective Order filed by e•spire Communications, Inc., and ACSI Local Switched Services (collectively “e•spire”) on July 14, 1998.  Good cause having been stated, we will grant the motion.  The protective provisions set forth in Appendix A, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-44 (attached to the motion), are adopted for purposes of this proceeding.

2. In its Response to the Petition for Arbitration, U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“USWC”), notes that e•spire did not timely serve the Petition upon USWC.  USWC requests that the Petition be dismissed or, alternatively, that USWC be granted an additional two days to respond to the Petition and leave to amend the response within those two days.  Being duly advised in the matter, we will grant USWC an additional two days to respond to the Petition or to amend its response within these two days.

3. By minute entry at the Commission’s August 12, 1998 Weekly Meeting, we referred this proceeding to an Administrative Law Judge.  In accordance with that referral, the parties shall raise all further matters (e.g., motions to dismiss) with the Administrative Law Judge.

II.
order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Motion for Protective Order by e•spire Communications, Inc., and ACSI Local Switched Services is granted.

2. The request for an additional two days within which to respond to the Petition for Arbitration or to amend its response by U S WEST Communications, Inc., is granted.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING August 12, 1998.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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