Decision No. C98-791

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98P-243G
RE:  IN THE MATTER OF THE GAS PURCHASE PLAN OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR THE GAS PURCHASE YEAR JULY 1, 1998 THROUGH JUNE 30, 1999.
Order Clarifying Scope of
Protective Provisions and Requiring
a Non-Confidential Filing
Mailed Date:  August 18, 1998

Adopted Date:  August 12, 1998

I.
by the commission

Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. On July 31, 1998, Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service”) filed its 1998 Long-Term Gas Supply Strategy as a supplement to its Gas Purchase Plan that had been filed on June 1, 1998.  The 1998 Long-Term Gas Supply Strategy was filed pursuant to the Stipulation and Agreement filed on March 30, 1998 in Application No. 34815.  Public Service sub-mitted this entire filing, except for a notice setting forth the procedural background, in a confidential manner claiming that the filing was protected by the protective order entered in this docket on July 8, 1998 (see Decision No. C98-658).

2. Upon review of Decision No. C98-658, the Commis-sion finds that it could possibly be read to provide only for protective treatment of Public Service’s 1998-1999 Gas Purchase Plan and not Public Service’s Long-Term Gas Supply Strategy.  Since the Commission believes that Public Service’s Long-Term Gas Supply Strategy is entitled to protective treatment, the Commis-sion will make explicit that the scope of the protective order entered in Decision No. C98-658 is extended to include Public Service’s Long-Term Gas Supply Strategy.

3. Notwithstanding the above finding regarding the need for protective provisions, the Commission disagrees with Public Service’s assertion that the entire 1998 Long-Term Gas Supply Strategy is confidential in nature.  Thus, consistent with the Commission’s treatment of Public Service’s Gas Purchase Plan filed on June 1, 1998, the Commission will require Public Service to file a non-confidential version of its 1998 Long-Term Gas Supply Strategy.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The protective order previously entered in this docket in the form as contained in 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-10 applies to this docket generally and, therefore, includes the 1998 Long-Term Gas Supply Strategy filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on July 31, 1998.

2. Public Service Company of Colorado shall file with the Commission a non-confidential version of its 1998 Long-Term Gas Supply Strategy on or before September 1, 1998.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING 
August 12, 1998.
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____________________
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Director
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