Decision No. C98-747

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97A-297E
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR AN ORDER APPROVING ITS 1996 INTEGRATED RESOURCE PLAN.
Order:  (1) Granting Intervention; and 
(2) Setting Hearing on Scope and Procedures
Mailed Date:  August 4, 1998

Adopted Date:  July 31, 1998

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Util-ities Commission (the "Commission") for consideration of the application, construed as a motion, for a waiver of a portion of 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-21-9.2.6 and 4 CCR 723-21-9.2.2 filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service”).  Through this motion, Public Service is seeking a waiver of portions of the Commission’s Electric Integrated Resource Planning Rules, 4 CCR 723-21.  By Decision No. C98-702, response time to the motion was shortened to July 29, 1998.

2. Responses to the motion were received by the Colorado Independent Energy Association, the Colorado Office of Energy Conservation, the Colorado Renewable Energy Society, the Colorado Sustainability Project, Conserve-A-Watt Lighting, Inc., the Denver Water Board, the Land and Water Fund of the Rockies, the Metro Wastewater Reclamation District, and the Staff of the Commission.

3. Additionally, the North American Power Group filed a motion to intervene in this docket.  The motion states good cause and will be granted.  Contemporaneously with the filing of its motion, the North American Power Group also submitted a response to Public Service’s motion.  This response is accepted.

4. In general, the responses to Public Service’s motion address more than the simple issue of whether the Commission should grant a waiver of Rules 4 CCR 723-21-9.2.6 (to allow bid amendment following a change in the utility’s planning assumption) and 4 CCR 723-21-9.2.2 (timing for holding bid conference).  The responses question whether the proposed modifications to the bid-ding parameters would be sufficient to induce enough bids to address the shortfall described in Public Service’s motion.  The responses also put forth a variety of options regarding the manner in which any rebidding for resource needs should be conducted.  Finally, the responses also opine on the appropriate treatment of those bids received in response to the original request for pro-posal.

5. Furthermore, several responding parties requested that a status conference/hearing be conducted to fully address the scope, nature, and schedule for the balance of the 1996 Integrated Resource Planning Process as well as other related issues.  In this regard, the Land and Water Fund of the Rockies suggests that the time before a status conference could be used by the parties to collectively develop a revised bidding process which could then be offered to the Commission for approval.

6. The Commission finds that a status confer-ence/hearing is necessary to ensure fairness to all affected persons, including existing and potential bidders, and to deter-mine the best approach to conclude the competitive resource acquisition process.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The motion to intervene filed by the North American Power Group is granted.

2. The Commission shall conduct a hearing to receive on the record argument and presentations concerning any agreement reached by interested persons regarding the recommended approach to concluding the competitive resource acquisition process as well as any other comments relevant to the issues presented by the motion for waiver filed by Public Service Company of Colorado.

3. The Commission shall conduct a hearing as follows:

DATE:
August 28, 1998

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A
 

Office Level 2 (OL2)


Logan Tower


1580 Logan Street


Denver, Colorado

4. In order to facilitate the discussion at the above hearing, parties and bidders shall file prehearing statements on or before August 21, 1998.  The prehearing statements shall set forth unresolved issues and describe recommended solutions to resolve the issues raised by the motion filed by Public Service Company of Colorado.  Where possible, and especially with respect to resolved issues, a joint prehearing statement should be filed.

5. In order to ensure fairness in this process, Pub-lic Service Company of Colorado shall take the necessary measures to ensure that all persons who have previously submitted bids in response to the request for proposals issued by Public Service Company of Colorado are served with a copy of this Order promptly.

6. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING July 31, 1998.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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