Decision No. C98-739

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98M-351E
IN THE MATTER OF NEAR TERM ELECTRIC SUPPLY ADEQUACY OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO.
Order Opening Docket
and Setting Procedural Schedule
Mailed Date:    August 3, 1998

Adopted Date:  July 31, 1998

I.
BY THE COMMISSION


Introduction
1.
In light of the recent record demand for electricity experienced by Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service”), the unavailability of several of Public Service’s supply resources, and the resulting threat of rolling blackouts, the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (the "Commission") has questions regarding future electric supply adequacy for the near term.  Thus, the Commission desires to be informed of Public Service’s revised seasonal demand forecast through September 30, 1999 or thereabouts.  Public Service should provide the demographic information and economic assumptions behind this forecast.  Additionally, the Commission seeks information regarding Public Service’s need, if any, for new resources to meet the forecasted demand for this period of time.

2.
If Public Service’s revised forecast and need estimates demonstrate that the acquisition of new resources will be required in order to provide adequate electric supply through the summer of 1999, then Public Service should describe how it intends to meet that resource need.  This description should include the dates for anticipated scheduled maintenance of existing generation facilities and the impact of the unavailability of such generation capacity on Public Service’s ability to meet electricity demand.  

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:

1.
On or before August 10, 1998, Public Service Company of Colorado shall file with the Commission information concerning electric supply adequacy through September 30, 1999 or thereabouts.  The filing shall include, at a minimum, all of the information described in this Order.

2.
This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
July 31, 1998.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________



R. BRENT ALDERFER
________________________________

Commissioners

COMMISSIONER VINCENT MAJKOWSKI
CONCURRING IN PART AND
DISSENTING IN PART.



( S E A L )


ATTEST:  A TRUE COPY



____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director



III.
COMMISSIONER VINCENT MAJKOWSKI Concurring, In Part, and  DISSENTING, in part:

I would finally include that, if Public Service determines that some resource acquisition is necessary to meet needs through the summer of 1999, Public Service must fully justify why those resource options were chosen and the report should also explain the alternative resource options considered by Public Service.
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Commissioner
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�  Any explanation provided in this docket which supports a preference for a specific resource acquisition will not be reviewed for the purpose of determining whether: 1) the explanation is sufficient to warrant a waiver of the Electric Integrated Resource Planning Rules, 4 CCR 723-21 or 2) the explanation is sufficient to warrant a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN).  Thus, the Commission hereby reminds Public Service that any such waiver/CPCN request will need to fully justify the resource choice selected, which justification will likely require a full explanation of the alternative resources considered and the reasons why they were rejected.  Only upon the filing of such a waiver/CPCN request will the Commission analyze the merits of Public Service’s explanation.
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