Decision No. C98-649
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97T-564
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL OF WIRELESS INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT BETWEEN U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. WHOLESALE LOCAL MARKETS DIVISION AND U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ACCESS2 DIVISION.
Order Rejecting Request
for Approval of Addendum
Mailed Date:   July 1, 1998

Adopted Date:  July 1, 1998

I.
BY THE COMMISSION

A.
Statement

1.
This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission ("Commission") for consideration of the request for approval of an addendum to the wireless interconnection agreement between U S WEST Communications, Inc. - Wholesale Local Markets ("U S WEST"), and U S WEST Communications, Inc. - Access2 Division now known as U S WEST Wireless, L.L.C. ("U S WEST Wireless").  The request was filed on June 16, 1998.

2.
Through the request, U S WEST and U S WEST Wireless seek approval of an addendum to their wireless interconnection agreement, which agreement was approved by this Commission on January 20, 1998.  The proposed addendum is purported to be the executed collocation agreement between U S WEST and U S WEST Wireless.  This agreement, however, does not contain any rates or floor plan sketches as required by the Commission’s Rules Establishing Procedures Relating to the Submission for Approval of Interconnection Agreements within Colorado by Telecommunications Carriers, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-44.  Instead, the agreement only contains boiler plate language.

3.
Additionally, had rates been included, it appears that notice of the request should have been made to the public and to public utilities known to be providing interconnected telecommunications service in the State of Colorado.  Such notice is likely necessary to accommodate the “most favored nation” theory adopted by the Eighth Circuit in Iowa Utilities Bd. v. Federal Communications Comm’n, 120 F.3d 753 (8th Cir. 1997).

4.
Thus, pursuant to the provisions of 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-44 regarding the approval of interconnection agreements, the Commission will reject the instant filing.

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:

1.
The request for approval of the addendum to the interconnection agreement filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc. - Wholesale Local Markets Division and U S WEST Communications, Inc. - Access2 Division now known as U S WEST Wireless, L.L.C., is hereby rejected as incomplete.

2.
At such time that the joint applicants are prepared to file a request containing the information absent from the instant filing, the request should be resubmitted.

3.
This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
July 1, 1998.
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