Decision No. C98-642

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98M-271T

in the matter of the application by u s west communications, inc. to revise termination liability assessments in association with advice letter no. 2716 and amended advice letter no. 2716.

order granting application and motion for alternative notice

Mailed Date:  June 30, 1998

Adopted Date:  June 26, 1998

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On June 15, 1998, U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“USWC”), filed its Application and Motion for Alternative Notice in association with Advice Letter No. 2716, filed on May 29, 1998.  In that advice letter, USWC seeks, among other things, to change the Termination Liability Assessment (“TLA”) terms in the Centrex 21 portion of its Exchange and Network Services Tariff, to become effective on June 29, 1998.  Concurrently with the filing of this Application and Motion for Alternative Notice, USWC also filed Amended Advice Letter No. 2716 to extend the effective date of the tariff change to July 13, 1998.

2. USWC states that the TLA penalties are assessed when a service agreement (contract) is terminated by the customer prior to the normal expiration date of the service agreement.  USWC states that presently, in a Centrex 21 service agreement, the Minimum Billing Level of service to which the customer can choose to remove lines without incurring TLA penalties is 60%.  The proposed language would allow this Minimum Billing Level to be specified in the service agreement.  USWC feels that the proposed revisions are consistent with Commission Decision No. C97-1044, which allowed USWC to specify the TLA within the service agreement in Docket No. 97L-404T.

3. In its Application and Motion, USWC requests that the requirements set forth in § 40-3-104, C.R.S., for newspaper notice, and applicable Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure governing customer notice, be modified to allow publication of legal notice in The Denver Post on one day only, rather than two times, and in the newspaper’s standard legal notice format, rather than four columns wide and eleven inches high.

4. In support of this request, USWC states that the proposed tariff changes would only apply to new contracts negotiated and entered into after approval of the advice letter.  USWC contends that, since no existing contracts will be affected by these proposed changes, no revenue or cost effect is expected to result.  Potential customers and contracts will have notice of the changes prior to entering individual contracts.

5. Further, USWC contends that, because of the changing telecommunications industry and because telecom-munications providers are currently negotiating contracts in this new environment, USWC should be allowed to negotiate its contracts with the utmost flexibility.

6. Section 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(A), C.R.S., requires that notice be published within the first twenty days of the thirty-day period prior to the effective date of the proposed change.  USWC plans to publish notice on or before June 25, 1998 in order to comply with this statutory requirement.

7. Being fully advised of the facts, the Commission finds that it will grant the Application and Motion for Alternative Notice.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application and Motion filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc. on June 15, 1998, in association with Advice Letter No. 2716 and Amended Advice Letter No. 2716 is granted.

2.
This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING June 26, 1998.
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____________________
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Director
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