Decision No. C98-603

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98M-147T

regarding the administration of the colorado high cost fund and the adoption of a proxy cost model.

Procedural Order

Mailed Date:  June 18, 1998

Adopted Date:  June 17, 1998

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1. The present docket is intended to lead to the adoption of a proxy cost model for use in administering the Colorado High Cost Fund (“CHCF”).  On April 30, 1998, pursuant to Decision No. C98-355, we conducted a prehearing conference for the purpose of establishing a procedural schedule in this case. The parties appeared on that date and made various comments and suggestions concerning the schedule for this proceeding.

2. In particular, the parties pointed out that the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”) is now conducting pro-ceedings regarding federal universal service funding.  The FCC, in those pending proceedings, intends to adopt in the near future a proxy cost model (i.e., a platform and associated cost inputs) for the purpose of implementing the federal universal service fund.  Notably, Decision No. C98-355 states that the Commission intends to adopt a cost model which will comply with FCC criteria for calculating federal universal service support.

3. In light of the pending FCC proceedings, the par-ties to this case suggested that we approve a schedule contingent upon FCC action on a federal cost model.  That is, the parties proposed that further filings in this action (e.g., proposed cost models and supporting testimony) be deferred until the FCC has issued its decision regarding the federal model.  During the prehearing conference, we approved that suggestion.  The instant order memorializes that action, and sets forth the schedule in this matter.


The following schedule shall apply to this proceeding:

--Seven days following the FCC’s decision regarding the federal universal service support model, each party sponsoring a cost model in this proceeding shall file a motion suggesting a specific date for the filing of cost models supported by direct testimony and exhibits;

--Answer testimony and exhibits shall be due six weeks after the filing of proposed cost models;

--Rebuttal and cross answer testimony shall be due two weeks following the filing of answer testimony;

--Trial data certificates with estimates of cross-examination shall be due ten days following the filing of rebuttal and cross answer testimony;

--Prehearing conference shall be conducted approx-imately two weeks following the filing of rebuttal and cross answer testimony;

--Hearings shall commence approximately three weeks following the filing of rebuttal and cross answer tes-timony;

--Final discovery cut-off date shall be seven days fol-lowing the filing of rebuttal and cross answer tes-timony;

--The discovery procedures set forth in the Commis-sion’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, shall apply;

4.
In Docket No. 97M-063T, the Commission approved an interim proxy cost model for purposes of administering the CHCF until December 31, 1998.  When we approved the interim measure, we anticipated that a permanent proxy cost model (i.e., the model to be approved in the instant docket) would be adopted in time for implementation on January 1, 1999.  Our present approval of the schedule suggested by the parties will likely mean that a permanent model will not be finally approved by that time.  Therefore, the parties are apprised that the Commission, by future order, may extend the time for use of the interim model pending completion of this proceeding.

II.
order

A.
The Commission Orders That:

1. The above-stated procedural schedule is adopted.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING June 17, 1998.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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________________________________



VINCENT MAJKOWSKI
________________________________



R. BRENT ALDERFER
________________________________
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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