Decision No. C98-513

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98A-152T

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF U. S. TELCO, INC. requesting authority to discontinue local exchange service.  

ORDER GRANTING Authority to discontinue local exchange telecommunications services and Cancellation of Certificate of public convenience and necessity to offer local exchange telecommmunications services in the State and cancellation of related tariffs

Mailed Date:  May 22, 1998

Adopted Date:  May 20, 1998

I.
BY THE COMMISSION

A.
Statement and Findings of Fact

1. On April 6, 1998, U.S. Telco, Inc. (“U.S. Telco”), filed an application to discontinue its local exchange service in the State of Colorado.

2. On April 10, 1998, the Commission issued a Notice of Application Filed providing notice to all interested parties that this application had been filed.  Interventions were due on or before May 11, 1998.  There were no interventions filed.

3. On May 19, 1998, U.S. Telco filed a Motion for Waiver of portions of Rules 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-36-4.3.2 and 4 CCR 723-36-4.3.4.  These rules require U.S. Telco to provide notice of its intent to discontinue service to the board of county commissioners and mayor of each affected city, town, or municipality.  In light of the specific nature of the facts in this case, including the availability of alternative providers of telecommunications services, the Commission finds that the motion states good cause and should be granted.

4. On August 12, 1997, the Commission in Decision No. R97-804, Docket No. 97A-155T, granted U.S. Telco a Certifi-cate of Public Convenience and Necessity to provide local exchange telecommunications services in the State of Colorado. 

5. On February 4, 1998, the Commission in Decision No. C98-129, Docket No. 97O-620T, granted an expansion of U.S. Telco’s Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to provide local exchange telecommunications services on a resale basis.  The expanded certificate permitted U.S. Telco to provide resale local exchange telecommunications services throughout that portion of the State of Colorado in which U S WEST Com-munications, Inc., was currently authorized to provide local exchange telecommunications services (detailed maps were includ-ed).
B
Discussion

1.
Pursuant to § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 4 CCR 723-1-24, the Commission finds that this matter may be considered without a hearing.

2.
U.S. Telco was authorized to provide local exchange telecommunications services at a rate of $14.79 plus appropriate taxes and other charges.  Additionally, U.S. Telco provided a prepaid plan, called its BudgetMizer.  Under the BudgetMizer plan a customer would be charged $49.99 per month; however, a credit check or deposit was not required under this plan.  U.S. Telco did not obtain any customers under the standard $14.79 rate plan and had 89 participants in its BudgetMizer plan.

3.  Customers being served by U.S. Telco were contacted by the company and the Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”).  These customers were informed of other telecommunications service pro-viders certified to provide local exchange telecommunications services in their area.  Communications between the OCC and several of these other providers indicated that several companies were interested in providing service to the U.S. Telco customers.  

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:

1. U.S. Telco, Inc.’s application to discontinue local exchange telecommunications services in the State of Colorado is deemed complete.

2. The Motion for Waiver of Portions of Rules 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-36-4.3.2 and 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-36-4.3.4 filed by U.S. Telco, Inc., is granted.

3. U.S. Telco, Inc., shall be authorized to discon-tinue its local exchange telecommunications service in the State of Colorado on May 31, 1998.

4. U.S. Telco, Inc.’s Certificate to Provide Local Exchange Telecommunications Services in the State of Colorado and its Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to provide local exchange telecommunications services will be, at the request of the company, cancelled as of May 31, 1998.  Accord-ingly, its tariff defining the terms and conditions under which the company offered its telecommunications services will also be cancelled as of May 31, 1998.

5. This Decision shall not excuse the company or its customers from any of their financial obligations or other com-mitments incurred in providing telecommunications services  through and including May 31, 1998.  

6. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING May 20, 1998.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________



VINCENT MAJKOWSKI
________________________________
Commissioners

COMMISSIONER R. BRENT ALDERFER ABSENT.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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