Decision No. C98-511

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98A-144T
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF RICO TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR APPROVAL OF A PLAN OF REFUND.
Order Approving Refund Plan
Mailed Date:  May 22, 1998

Adopted Date:  May 20, 1998

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:

A.
Statement

1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Util-ities Commission ("Commission") for consideration of the applica-tion filed by Rico Telephone Company ("Rico") on March 31, 1998.  The application seeks approval of Rico’s proposed refund plan.

2. No person has protested or intervened in this mat-ter.  Now being dully advised in the premises, we will grant Rico's application and decide this matter without a hearing under the authority set forth in § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S.

B.
Findings and Conclusions

1. The proposed refund plan is filed pursuant to the requirements of Paragraph II.A. of Decision No. C96-596 in Docket No. 96A-198T.  The timing of the filing is tied to the entry of a final Commission order in the proceedings concerning Rico’s Advice Letter No. 31 (Amended), namely Docket Nos. 96S-201T and 96A-154T.  Permanent rates have been established pursuant to Docket Nos. 96S-201T and 96A-154T.  Thus, the requirement to file an application for approval of a refund, set forth in Decision No. C96-596, has been triggered.

2. As a result of the difference between the interim rates adopted by the Commission in Decision No. C96-596 in Docket No. 96A-198T and the funding levels of the Colorado High Cost Fund which were actually adopted as a result of the litigation concerning Advice Letter No. 31 (Amended), Rico is obligated to refund $62,176.83 to the Colorado High Cost Fund and the inter-exchange carriers and special access customers which have over-paid.  The portion of the refund amount that will be refunded to the Colorado High Cost Fund is $26,089.08.  The amount refunded includes interest at the customer deposit rate as required by Decision No. C96-596.

3. Rico has met the requirements of Rule 58 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1.

4. The Commission finds Rico’s proposal to commence the refund on June 7, 1998 and complete it by June 30, 1998 to be reasonable.  Likewise, the Commission will accept Rico’s proposal to accomplish the refund by individual checks cut to the cus-tomers.

5. Attached to Rico’s original application as Exhib-it 2 was a statement showing the proposed accounting entries under the Uniform System of Accounts.  On May 11, 1998, Rico delivered to the Commission a supplement to its filing updating the dollar amounts to be refunded pursuant to its application.

II. ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:

1. Rico Telephone Company’s application for approval of a refund plan is granted.  Rico Telephone Company shall refund $62,176.83 by individual checks between June 7, 1998 and June 30, 1998.

2. Rico Telephone Company shall file an affidavit with the Commission establishing that the refund has been accom-plished in accordance with this Order.  The affidavit, shall be filed no later than July 15, 1998.  At the time of the filing of the affidavit, Rico Telephone Company shall file a statement with the Commission showing the final accounting entries under the Uniform System of Accounts of the amounts refunded.

3. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargu-ment, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the Mailed Date of this Order.

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING May 20, 1998.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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