Decision No. C98-407

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97S-413G

RE:  THE INVESTIGATION AND SUSPENSION OF TARIFF SHEETS FILED BY PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO WITH ADVICE LETTER NO. 516G.

ORDER AMENDING SUSPENSION PERIOD

Mailed Date:  April 28, 1998

Adopted Date:  April 22, 1998

I.
BY THE COMMISSION

A.
Statement

1.
On September 17, 1997, the Commission adopted Decision No. C97-961, mailed September 24, 1997.  This decision suspended the effective date of tariffs filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (“PSCO”) on August 29, 1997, with Advice Letter No. 526 – Gas, for 120 days until January 29, 1998 or until further order of the Commission, and set the matter for hearing before an Administrative Law Judge.

2.
On January 21, 1998, the Commission adopted Deci-sion No. C98-77, mailed January 22, 1998, suspending the effec-tive date of the tariffs in this Docket for an additional 90 days until April 29, 1998 or until further order of the Commission.

3.
On April 17, 1998, PSCO filed Advice Letter No. 526 - Gas - Amended, attached to this Decision and Order as Exhibit 1.  The purpose of this filing is to change the effective date of the tariffs in this Docket to May 18, 1998.  This will allow more time for the filing, and consideration of the merits, of a Stipulation and Agreement which will comprehensively resolve all of the issues in this matter.  

B.
Findings of Fact

1.
The suspension periods in this Docket must be changed due to the change in the effective date of the tariffs in this matter.

2.
Under § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., the Commission may, in its discretion, set the tariffs for hearing which will suspend their effective date for 120 days, and that the Commission may, in its discretion, by separate order, suspend the effective date of the tariffs for an additional 90 days.  Thus, the Commission may suspend the effective date of the tariffs in this Docket for a maximum of 210 days until December 14, 1998.  If the Commission does not establish new rates before the expiration of the first suspension period of 120 days, or September 15, 1998, the tariffs filed by PSCO will become effective by operation of law.  If the Commission further suspends, by separate order, the effective date of the tariffs for an additional 90 days, and if no new rates are established by the Commission on or before December 14, 1998, the tariffs filed by PSCO will become effective by opera-tion of law.

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:

1.
The effective date of the tariffs filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on April 17, 1998, pursuant to Advice Letter No. 526 – Gas - Amended, is, as of the adopted date of this Decision and Order, suspended for 120 days until Septem-ber 15, 1998 or until further order of the Commission.

2.
This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
April 22, 1998.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________



R. BRENT ALDERFER
________________________________

Commissioners

COMMISSIONER VINCENT MAJKOWSKI ABSENT.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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