Decision No. C98-387

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 96S-331T

RE: THE INVESTIGATION AND SUSPENSION OF TARIFF SHEETS FILED BY U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. WITH ADVICE LETTER NO. 2617 REGARDING TARIFFS FOR INTERCONNECTION, local termination, UNBUNDLING AND RESALE OF SERVICES.
Order Denying Request to Have
Full Commission Hear Case
Mailed Date:  April 17, 1998

Adopted Date:  April 16, 1998

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Util-ities Commission (the "Commission") for consideration of the request to have the full Commission hear this matter filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc. ("U S WEST"), on April 8, 1998.

2. As grounds for the motion, U S WEST contends that the SPOT frame proposal now at issue in this docket changes the nature of the case and, therefore, the Commission should vacate its earlier ruling assigning the matter to an Administrative Law Judge.

3. The Commission finds that the inclusion of the SPOT frame proposal as an issue in this matter does not change the nature of the case to the extent that it is prudent to vacate its earlier ruling assigning this matter to an Administrative Law Judge.  In part, this is due to the inability of the Commission to schedule hearing dates for this matter in the near future.  Moreover, the Commission has previously ordered that it will issue an initial Commission decision in this matter based upon the record developed by the Administrative Law Judge.  In short, the Commission believes that the existing procedural structure of this matter should not be altered as a result of the issues raised in U S WEST's motion.  Thus, the Commission will deny this request.

II. ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:

1. The request filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc., to have the full Commission hear this case is denied.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
April 16, 1998.
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