Decision No. C98-289


BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


DOCKET NO. 97A-103T


IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION AND FINAL RECOMMENDATION OF THE NUMBERING PLAN ADMINISTRATOR FOR RELIEF OF THE 303 AREA CODE.


ORDER NOTICING SUPPLEMENTAL HEARING ISSUES�AND GRANTING SUBSTITUTION OF COUNSEL


Mailed Date:   March 19, 1998


Adopted Date:  March 18, 1998


TO ALL PARTIES AND INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, OR CORPORATIONS:


I.	BY THE COMMISSION


A.	Supplemental Hearing Issues


1.	You are hereby notified that the Colorado Public Utilities Commission ("Commission") desires the evidence to be presented at the hearing noticed in Decision No. C98-115 to include additional issues related to the exhaust of the 303 area code and the possibility of extending permissive dialing beyond May 31, 1998.  It is believed that discussion of such issues will ensure that the record evidence is sufficiently comprehensive so as to permit the Commission to resolve all outstanding issues concerning the relief of the 303 area code in the best interests of the public.


2.	A sample of subjects which could impact the Commission's decision include, but are not limited to:  (1) the current estimated exhaust date of the 303 area code; (2) the concerns of the burglar alarm industry and any other similarly affected sector of the public with the current termination date of permissive 10-digit dialing on May 31, 1998; (3) how the concerns identified in (2) above can be addressed from a technical standpoint; (4) whether the concerns of the Industry Task Force on Customer Education set forth in its notification filed on March 16, 1998 can be addressed; (5) when the industry expects permanent service provider number portability to be available for the Denver metropolitan area, the impact of its expected availability on the need for competitive local exchange companies to obtain NXX codes in the 303 Numbering Plan Area, and whether the permissive dialing period should be extended until its availability (See ¶ I.F.3 of Decision No. C97-761); and (6) whether the Commission should modify its prior decisions in this matter regarding making available all remaining 303 numbers first to the facilities based competitive local exchange companies (See ¶ I.H.3. of Decision No. C97-761) under circumstances including a concerted effort to avoid the introduction of the new area code through NXX code reclamation, rate center consolidation, changes to the jeopardy allocation plan adopted in Docket No. 97A-288T, service provider number portability, number pooling, etc.


3.	The parties should be prepared to address these types of issues at the hearing which will commence on March 26, 1998 per Decision No. C98-115.  The Commission believes that these types of issues are contemplated by Decision No. C98-115 and that the parties would likely have been prepared to address them irrespective of this Decision.  Thus, this Decision noticing supplemental issues serves primarily to ensure the development of a complete record regarding 303 area code relief.


B.	Substitution of Counsel


On March 12, 1998, U S West New Vector Group/Airtouch Cellular requested a substitution of counsel be approved.  The Commission will approve this request.


II.	ORDER


A.	The Commission Orders That:


1.	The parties shall be prepared to address the supplemental issues set forth above in the hearing noticed by Decision No. C98-115.  No modification to the hearing schedule set forth in Decision No. C98-115 is being made at this time.


2.	The request for substitution of counsel filed on behalf of U S West New Vector Group/Airtouch Cellular is granted.


3.	This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.


THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION�OF THE STATE OF COLORADO����ROBERT J. HIX�________________________________����R. BRENT ALDERFER�________________________________


Commissioners


COMMISSIONER VINCENT MAJKOWSKI�DISSENTING.





�LINK Word.Document.6 "DORA_PUC_FS1/SYS:HOME/SHARE\\ESQ\\SEAL.DOC" "DDE_LINK1"  \* MERGEFORMAT \a \r�


( S E A L )


�


ATTEST:  A TRUE COPY





�


____________________


Bruce N. Smith


Director


�





g:\yellow\� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �103T318�:� USERINITIALS  \* MERGEFORMAT �lp� - � SAVEDATE  \* MERGEFORMAT �03/19/98 10:07 AM���


III.	COMMISSIONER VINCENT MAJKOWSKI DISSENTING:


I hereby dissent from this Decision of the Commission noticing supplemental issues for the hearing set to commence on March 26, 1998.  I believe that the types of issues identified by the majority unnecessarily broaden the scope of the hearing as originally noticed in Decision No. C98-115.  This Decision should have vacated the hearing date set forth in Decision No. C98-115 and reset it no less than 30 days from that date.  In conclusion, I am of the opinion that this Decision only serves to further cloud any remaining certainty surrounding the current May 31, 1998 termination date for permissive dialing.


THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION�OF THE STATE OF COLORADO�����VINCENT MAJKOWSKI�________________________________


Commissioner
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